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HvMiLis Canfessio : ne Smuts united Confcfiioni in 
Difparagement of their own Righceoufneis. 



S E R M N 

Pr^ch'd (fummarily ) at theTueCky- 

Evening Ledure in Brattle-Street y 
Bofton, yan, 30. 1749,50. 

t 

Representing 

The commonly receivMPROTEST ant Senfe & Ufe of two 
Scripture- Paflfages, which depreciate all our prrfonal 
Rigbteoufnejjfes ^undcv theComparifon of filthy Rags^ and 
of defpicable Dufig. 

In 

Oppofition to Popish Abufe and Calumny, 



By ThomasFoxcrqftJMi.A. 

One of the Pafiors of the Old Church in B»/Im. 



• 



I ■ 



U£c ejl Hominis vera Sapientia^ Im^.erfectum ejfe Se 
fiojfe."' RiERON. adv. Pelag, 

jSd Virtutis Pirfeffiomm pertinent etiam ipfius Imper- 
fect ion is (^ in vers t ate Jgnitio 6f in humilitate Con- 
fejfio, , August, 

Our very firtues may be ^^nan to us.— No Man's Cafe fo 
dangerous, as his, whom Satan bath perfuaded, that his turn 
Righttou/nifs (hall prefent him pure and blamelefs in the Sight 
•f God.— We acknowUdge a dutiful Neaffttyoi doing well ; 
but the meritorious Dignity of doing well we utterly rtnounce. 

R. H00KER9 £ccl. PoL 

BOSTON: Printed and Sold opporitethePrifoninQitcen. 

Sttcec. M D C C L. 



-r-ri... 



y /<7o, 4? • y'*^. 



^■/ 



The Saints united Confeffiorty 

Id Dijparagmm of 

tDrft mn StrsDteonfnefs. 

IsAi. LXIV. 6. 

zz^'^l «»■ R^btuufwtffet ar* as filthy Rags.--' 

Coinpar*d with 

Phil. III. 8, 9. 

y-A»d do eeunt tbm butDung^ that I mr/ win Cbrifit swi 
be found in bim, not bavhig mHi oum Sigbtiou/iu/s, 
■ wbicb is of tbe Law. — 



— ™ ~ T^ ^^' '' •« " !'«'« uncommon, (o bring two Por- 
9^l^^4^ tions of Scripture, fltuated at Tuch a Diftancc ia 
dfedfex l^afe ''^^ Bible, for the Text or Argument of ooa 

™. 'WW Difcourfe ; yet u thcfe Paffagci, not only hive 

fomctbing of a fimilar Sound, but have generally 
been judg'd to have very much the fame Mean- 
ng i and as ExpoHtors, howerei varying in their Commenti on 
fte (iBc and (he other, in Corrcfpondence to their drfferingVicwi 
of the Coniext, and their differing Schemes in Divinity, have 
nevcrthelcfs conf»der'd them as nearly parallel Scripture*, of 

nuch 



m 



\\ik^) ^ 7bi Ssmts altita C$ififfion. 



much the fame Import, and capable of the fiune Application and 
Ufe in Religion : therefore I Jiave tho'c it np J&propriety, to 
place them in Connedion'4t the head of this Djifcoiiric, in Older 
to compare them together, and difcover the tfuci 5ehte of the on6 
by that Light the other refleds upon it ; by which Means we 
Ihall fee how the Prophet and the ApoftUj and fo how both the 
Old Teflament and the New, concur in pouring Contempt on 
the perfonal Rigbti9u/nefs of Man, Und difpafjging^all tbe moral 
Attainments, even of the Btjl^ as well as Worll of Mankind^ 
under fome limited Notions and Rqfpedls. 

Both of thefe Scripturerfeeoi' to have been miferably tortur'd 
by Papiftical and other Writers, to pervert *em to a falfe Senfe, 
Bnd a wrong and dangerous Ufe : while yet,in a fatrlmd equitable 
Conflru£Hon, they appear fubfervlent to fome of the moft excel- 
lent Purpofes in Religion ; to humble tbe fallen Creature, and 
exalt tbe blefTed Redeenier ^ ,to rout all ^be vain Pretences of 
lelf-righteousMortals.; to conduct Sinners to Cbrift, as t hi End 
efihi Law f^r Righuoufnefs unto every one that believeth ; and to 
excite the Juft to live by Faith ^ doing all in the Name of Chrift^ 
while careful to maintain good ^^rkt* 

The Prophet Isaiah ( as Proteftants in general have under- 
ftood aod apply'd bis Woids).by tbeSpirU forefceing fome future 
great Revolution in the Church, compofes a prophetical Prayer, 
l¥herein this holy Manila the Name of tbe Converts of Xion 
makes that lowly Confefllon, jtll'our Ri^hteoufnrjfes are as filthy 
Rags. And the ApofUp Pau;i;^ for binifeif ( but therein exhi- 
biting the communis Senfus Fideliumy the genuine Sentiment and 
Spirit of every true Chriftiai^} ^ after having confciTed in relation 
to Time pait, that he Yitdc^aUed oil Thingt but l^off^ for the Ex- 
ieHency of the Knowledge of Chri/l^(iib]o[ns this further Confeffion 
referring to the Time prcfent. And 1 do count them but Dungy that 
I may win Chriji^ and be found in him^ not having mine own Righ" 
teoufnefSf which is of the Law.- — 

It appears to me the principal Scope, as well of the Prophet, 
as theApo(Me,to renounce all Prctenfuns to Juftification byPForh^ 
and difavow every Plea from righteous Self In point of reconciling 
or ingratiatingWorthinefs before theSovercignLawgivcr; to dif- 
claim Silf'Righteoufneft in every Shape, and rejc£t ail Tbo'ts of 
fianding in the Judgment ^ upon the foot of perfonal Obedience (o 
Ciod's Law, the everlafting Rule of Righteoufnefs^-" They. both 
uf« ftrong and cmphatical Language, ihit difcovcrs a profound 
Scnfc of the abf jluie Infufficicnc)' of the bcfi Righusufm/s of 



in Difjpitt^mntff tkiit Hm Rif^Mufnifs. -^ 

Mm^ for tW pat^sitk of inticlfi^ ttwm to the fpecnl Mercf o( 
Oo(f« It (iewis^ taking th^r' Words in ftieh i Reference, tiM 
teth with equal ExpfeAons of a juft CotiieinpC and generousDi^i 
Ma explode li^fir #«% Right i§ufrifi^z% skbgetber inadequate and 
imaiwilable to fo great a Defign : the one refembling it to fibhf 
ittgi^ and the other to loathfocde Dimg. ( I ftaj not to critici^ 
Ott= the Tranflation, nor mention tb^ Variety of fuppo&'d AlJufi- 
•n» in the Original ) Sttf-Rigkiau/ni/i in all it's Forms and 
Appearances flMds c6ndenn*d and viKfjrM here. Even the Saintt 
naoft perfefik H^»ris •/ Rigbii^iifwifs^ as refpeded under certaiia 
reftriAive Gonfidcrations, ai<e all thas depreciated by the infpir'd 
Frophet and Apoftle,yea,have a deepDifgrace thrown upon then 
b? thefe homely and contemptomis Snntle's. — We have exem* 
plify^d here the agreeing hamble Confeffions both of the Jiwi/b 
Church and Cbrifian^ and the Harmony of the Saints of every 
Age in acimwlidging thi Truib wbieb is afiir Gidlimfs. — This it 
Hat View I have of thefe Scriptures, after diligent and impartial 
Inquiry into their true Meaning : and kithis, I think, I have the 
concurrent Suffrage of the Body of reformed Churches and Di« 
vines. — Howtver, let us now recolle£l the varying Gioflfes of 
GonmetotaCors and Preachers upon thefe Words, and a little exa« 
mfhe irito dieir feveral Grounds and Reafons. 

1. I obferve, ibme Tnterpret both the Pr^pbtt and the Jpt/llg 
as fpeaking only of a Pbarifaital or meer ixarnal Rigbtttufmjs : 
and according to them, 'tis at moft but a Arm ofGodlimfs with- 
out thePower,orfome Shew of moral Virtue without the Reality^ 
that is here reprefented in fuch Terms of Reproach. — Yet, as 
ihere are differeiitDegrees of Pbarifaifm^ and Hypocrify appears 
in a Variety of Figures, thefe Interpreters, tho agreeing in the 
general Sentiment, are divided about the particular Application 
of it, and go into a various Latitude of Thought. 

I. There are thofe who fo reSrain theMeaning of thefeScrip- 
lures, as to flippofe them applicable only to the Cafe of groffir 
Hff9criti$ i wbofe feigned RigbUeufmJs^ they willingly grants 
fleferves no better Name than that of Rungy or filthy Rags.--^ 
They qiwn, the Scriptures every where paint the confcious and 
defigning Hypdctite in CharaSers of Ignominy ; and pronounce 
the iacrificis §f thi Wicktdy tho pretending to be Sacrifice tf 
Itigitt0B/ke/s^ an Jlbiminaii$n It thi Lord. To this Purpofe they 
apply thofe Divine Paflages,*— Bring no mtn vain Oblations ;— i 
batij defpifi jourFtaff- Days ;— // // fucbaFafi that 1 bavo ehoftn f 
yl will ditkn thyRigbHnfnefsj and thy ff^oris i for they /ball not 

profit 



•m. 

pr§fit iiti0^' Ymt WAt JbaU n$t hami GarmmUf mkhtr/btHifm 
avir jmfjthit with pur fV$ris : T§ur fy§rii an tF§rki #//«« 
jpuif^ &c«— Hicy owot the noft fpecious Profcffipoand Appear- 
ance of Religion^ with the Shew of Virtue in feme Inftaooef^ 
.which Men put on for a Ckki of C&vit9uJn$f$^iot a Malk Co cover 
Iheir wicked Lufis, and recommend themfelves to the good Opt* 
jon of the World , if not alfo to ingratiate themfelves with the 
bleHed God, and ai it were compound with him for their Sine a 
all fuch pretended Rightfufnjfn^ I fay, they own to be wretch- 
edly defedive^corrupt and polluted, worthy of the mott inglorioua 
Names, in the View of the Heart-fearching Judge, and of enligb* 
len'd Confcience in rcfleding Penitents. This it what fbme 
contend to be the whole Amount ( particularly ) of thePrif^if'i 
Confeffion in our Text $ as if be only had in bis Eye the ItiglH 
U9ufntjfis ( falfely fo called } of the vileft Hypocrites, who fik^ 
tbtmjiivei f bijufi Mtn^ while yet in Truth (and for that Roi- 
ion) they are to be rank'd among the very worft of wi^iiuAien. 

lb this very confined Senfe, the Church of Rowti in particular 
underflands the Pripbtt's Words, rejeAing the ProtiftoMt Senfe 
with deep Indignation ; and that, as they think, upon fuficient 
Grounds in Scripture and Reafon, the moft plaufible of which 
I will now produce and endeavour to refute. Thus Dr. Bishop a 
pepi/hPritR (inhisAnfwer to Mt.PEKKY fis*s Rif9rm*dCatb$lick) 
Ibews his Opinion, ^ << That the holy Prophet fpeaketh tbow 
«< Words in the Perfon of the Wicktd ; and therefore (fays he) 
<< they are madly applied unto the Rigbtnut.** So Cardinal Bbl- 
tARMiNE, the Flower of the p9pijh School and Champion of 
the Church o\ Rotrn^ when he comes to anfwer what the old 
froteftants ufed to argue from this Paflage in Jfaiab^ premifea 
this Obfervation. % HU plane ttiumpbanjibi vidimtmr Harttici : 
tunc enim L§cum fitnper in Org bahnt ; {um tarmn ad Rsm nibil 
pertineatf &c. ** Here the Hgrgtuh [ fo he fliles tbcPrcU/lantsJ 
*< look upon themfelves certainly iriAOTp^a/ : for they have libi 
<< Text always in their Mouths ; while yet it's intirely foreign 
<« to the Purpofe/'-* Where, by the Way I obferve, we have 
an ample Acteflation to the Refermers bying a peculiar Strefs on 
ihii Scripture, as affording; a mofl irrefiftibleArgument againftthe 
Pcpi/b Dodrine of Julliiication by Works : and tbo I would call 
no Man upon Earth Mailer, nor fet up the Judgment even of th0 



* See Dr. Abbot's Def. of Reform. Cath. p. 388. 
X Bellarm. Controv. de Juflif. p. 381. 



in Dirparagement of thiir own jRigbMufnefi. 5 

MPrrtiftanU for an infallible Standard of Orthodoxy ; yct» with- 
out more convincing Reafons than any their Opponents bav^ 
ever cffer'd, I (bould be loth fo much as to feem to betray their 
Caufeor to refled on their Memory, by giving up fo notables 
Text, which thtf triumphed in IS always bad in tbtir Atiuihs /intQ 
iheHands of their P^tjb Adverfaries. However, it may not hf 
amifs, to hear the Grounds of the Papist's judging this Text 
inaperfinently alledg'd, and what the Rifnnurs Uy in their owa 
Defence. 

The Rimifb Champion affigns << tbm Reailbns. (i.) Beca^f 
<( undoubtedly Ifaiab do's not fpeak of righteous Men, but 
<< (diinfigniiusVu(at9ribus) ot remarkably w«ri/i Men*"*-'* 
To invalidate which, the Protestant replies ; Certainly this 
f rophet J/aiab was no fuch u'i^i/^Man,an4 he includes bimf4lf^ 
together with other pious Perfons in IJraAy when in the Nsme 
of the Church he prefents this humble Confeffion to God, M 
OUR Rigbtioufwjfii an as filtby Rags. Nor is there any T))iD|; 
her^ confefs'd, more than is imply'd in this fame Piophet'e 
homble Words on a former Occafion, ( Chap. 6. ) 1 ama Afam 
cfnndian Lips, and dwiii in tbi midft if a Papk ofuncUan Lipu 
And the Protestant iuriher argues, they can't be prciligatc 
Sinners, who are perfonated by the Prophet in this Confcffion^ 
becaufe none fuch can truly ( in the Senfe intended ) plead as if| 
the Context, DouhtUfs tbiu art our Fatbtr i — Tbou, O Lord^ art 
cur Fatbir^ our Redetmir^''- Ritumfw tbf Servants faki"" Wa 
mn ibine — Wejbail hi faved—^ Now^ O Lord^ tbou artiurFaibir-^ 
Wi an tbe ff^^ri s/ tby Hand^ &c. Neverthelefs the Papist 
attempts by feveral Confiderations, to fupport and ilrengtbeo this 
his firft Reafon why the Prophet (bould be thought to fpeak ia 
the Perfon of very wicked Men. As, <* (|.) Becaufe in the pre* 
ceeding Context he had faid, B$bM tbeu art wr»tby andwi bavi 
fvm§dn** But the ProtIstant fees no Force of Argument iq 
this. For no Man liveth and fimtstb net ; and God is at^ry at 
Sin, wherever he feeth it : He keeps his own Children under % 
boly Difcipline, while in this World, and often chaftifes theRigh- 
tfous for their finful Failings, with a fatherly Difpleafure. 

ThePAPisT adds, *^{2.) It is plain that tbeProphet fpeaks its 
« tbePerfon of tbtWicksdyfTcm ihofe Words in tbe followingCon- 
*f t^t, Tbifi is nuiitbat iailstb up$n tby Namtf Then is nans thai 
^ fifiitb np and t^kitb Hold sn Tba.** Bm the Protestant 
reply's. The Righteous are liable to a fad Decay of Faith and 
prayer ; and indeed m the Prayers of the Saints, at bef(, there*! 
9imvf% Coo little of Love and Zeal to the Nam of tbg Lard^ and 

S too 



6 ^hi Saints united C^nfeffion^ 

too little of a ftirrinz up thimfelvts U taU hold on God : So that 
in the Account of God's L^w and ftriA redoral Holinefs, their 
prayers arc as it were no PrayWs, and at leaft very frequently arc 
fuch as fcarce defcnrc the Name even in the Account ol Gofpcl- 
Grace : Yea, for a Scafon there -may be io much of Formality 
andOeadnefsin their praying,asthatGod interprets it a not calling 
§H bis Name^ a not taking Hold of him ; and when Confcience is 
awaken'd in his baCkftidiiig Children, they charge themfelves 
with vile Deficiency in the Duties of Faith and Prayer, they 
cenfure and humble themfelves for the Iniquity of their holyThings^ 
as the Root of all theirDeffe£tion, and a juft Reafon of their hea- 
venly Father's correAing them.— The Papist fubjoins, 

** (3)TheScripture every where fpeaks hmorably of the Works 
<< of rightiousMtn^^nA aflerts their being wellplga^ngtoGod^u a 
<< /tvoet/millingSzvour : and in this very Chapter I/aiah hys^Thou 
•« meeti/l him that rejoyath and worketh Rigbieoy/ne/s yScc. Hence 
( the Je/uiti concludes ) < ' none can fuppofe him to call the 
«' Righteoufnejis of Saints filthy Rags ; unlefs any one be fo 
<< doating as to imagine that na/ly Things are pleafing to God^ 
<< and that filthy Rags are a fweet Odour to him who is the 
«« Fountain of Purity.'* But to this the Protestant reply's, 
that the Saints Works of Righteoufnefs are not confider'd abjo^ 
lutsly^yfhtn honour'd with thefe£ulogies,norare accepted for their 
own intrinfick Dignity, Purity and Perfection : But they have 
their Eftimate, in the Court of governing Grace, from the plea- 
fing Principle of Faithy which is the fprfng of them, and are 
valu'd for the fake of the p\eti{ing Mediator, in vshokName (bey 
are perform'd, with whofefi/W they arefprinkled and cleanfed, 
and with the fweet Incenfe of whofe Merits they are perfum'd. 
Whereas, ftridly -in themfelves confider'd and view'd in the 
Glafs of the Law, they are full of Imperfection and moral Pol* 
lution ; infomuch that they can't be call'd/W Works, bat in 
Very lax Language, and in a comparative Senfe. To this purpofe, 
that celebrated Note of Or igen % M^or\Luke 17. 10. Etfi omnia 
fecerimusy &c. i. e. *' Notwhhftanding we have done all Things 
<* that are commanded, yet have we done no good Thing, For 
<* if our Doings were truly goody then were we not unprofitablg 
<< Servants, But dny good Deed of ours is called good ( nok 
«• 'pr&prie, fed abyfiv} ) nOt 6f Righs but by Jbufe of Speech. In' 
** 'Compart fen of other Men's Work', they arc call'd good : buT^ 



». .. 



X See Dr. Willet's Synop. Pap/ itio. andBp JewelV 
'"* Dcf. of Apol. p. 305. . •' {quantum 
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<^ {quantum ad Viritat$mi bonum neflrum noH tft honum ) in refpeiS 
<« of the Virity icfelf, tf«r good Works are wt good/* Agreably 
St. Augustine faith well, << If God would deal with usac- 
>« cording to our good Oefervings, he would find in us Nothing 
<< tut what hi might condemn,** So again he faith, ^^ Our Rigb' 
<< tioufmfs in this Life confifts rather in the Rimijfionof Sinsy 
•< than in the Pir/i£f ion 0/ Firims.**'-" Indeed the Saints beft 
motsiOrnamints fih^t in theAccount^ Gofpel-Gracearc of great 
\Prici in the Sight ofGod^ nevertheleft in the Eye of the Law have 
fo much of realDeformity and Impurity attending them,a« might 
juftly make them an ungrateful Spectacle to a holy God^ and a 
very Stench in his Nofirilt ; yea, that would adually be theCafe^ 
were it not for the Blood of Sprinkling znd the Rote of impuiei 
Righteoufmjsy tbatcleanfes and covers all. Hence, as the Perfona 
of the Saints are faid to be made accepted in thi Beloved^ fo their 
fpiritual Sacrifices to be acceptable to God thro* Je/ut Chrift, It ia 
not any Virtue or Value in their Perfons or Services, abfoluteljr 
conCder'd, that commends them to God and makes them deJec^ 
table in his Sight : but it's the Mediation of Chrift,. ip whom 
they have believed and in whom they are view'd as cloatbflrf wjtii 
his Right eoujnejiy that procures them all their Acceptance and 
Approbation in the Eyes of God. Hence that Speech of Ba6il, 
a primitive Father, <^ This is our whole & full rejofcing'in God^ 
^< while we confefs our felves deflituie of all Rigbteeufnejs of our 
<< 9fCf»,that we zvejujlified by only Faith inCbriJi." And that faying 
of j£R0M» another of the Fathers, <> In Chriji Jejus our Lord^ 
«< in whom we have Boldnefs, and Accefs ( Co God) andConfir 
<< dence thro' the Faith of him : not thro* onr Righteoufnefs^ but 
«« thro* Him in whofe Name our Sins be forgiven.'* f So then, 
altho'.the Prophet had juft before faid in his Prayer, Thou meetefi 
iim^hat rejoycetb and worketh Rigbteoujnefs^ this carries in it no- 
thing at all of real Inconfiftency with the Protefiant Glofson his 
fojilowing Confeffion, All our Righteoufnejfes are as filthy Rjlogs : 
Nor does it afford Papifis the leaft Shadow of an Argument in 
favour of their Hypothefis, that the Prophet makes this bumble 
Confeifion ii^ the Perfon of the Wicked. Indeed, the rejoycing 
fpoken of, is a rejoicing inGoD ourSaviour, faying (as in Context) 
* Thou art our Redeemer : Or a glorying in the Lord^zfttx thatMan- 
ner in which this Prophet defcribes it ( Chap. 45. ij,) Surely 
Jball enefay^ In the Lord have 1 Rightepufnefs and Strengths 'Tis 



t Cited by BpjEWiTi;., ubifupra. . 
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t Tbi Saints united Conffffion^ 

the Language of Faith : and this is an operative obedientiaP/in- 
ctple. Fsith workith hy Lwt ; and by Paith^ the Saincs of tvtxj 
Age have wnugbt Rightioufnifs, Yet 'tit equally a Principle of 
i&9i/7fVy,laying the Same lour in his own Eyes^ and teaching him 
to entertain low Tbo'ts of hit own ^^rii t/ Righti§ufnif$. 

But let the Popish Difputant go on. *^ Nor ought it to move 
« us ( fays he) tho' IfaiMh feems to fpeak UignvgraUy^ as to com- 
<< prehend sll Men : becaufe this is the Manner of Scripture^ 
<< to fpeak of many^ as if it were all/*— However, to this the 
pRoTtsTANT has an eafy Reply to make. Neither the Ana- 
logy of Faith^nor any Thing in the Context^oblfges us to corillnie 
the Term oiVnivir/ality here in a limtted Scnfe, as extending 
only to the ff^ichdy in Exclufion of the Righteous. Btit^ on the 
'contrary* aa there are very apparent Grounds in the Context^ 
to fuppofe the Prophet's making this Prayer in the ^erfon of the 
RightehiSf and confequehtfy tbgir making the Con^efHon, in Dit» 
pute ; fo our Imputation of it to them isjuftiiiable, by the Scrip* 
. tare-R^prcfentations of the Saints prefent State of moral Imper- 
itStiotty and by a Variety of parallel Examples both in the Old 
and New Teftament. For we often find theRighteous lamenting 
^he Defefis and Deiiiements of their ff^drts $/ Rigbtintfntfs^ t$ 
vtell as deploring the Interruption of their Obedience by tVorh 
tf tVickiinifi : and accordingly crying to Goid for pardoning and 
fparing Mercy, with earnoft Deprecations of a judicial proceed- 
ing againft them. I might inftance in Joh^ that perfed and 
4ipright Man, and refer you to many PafTages of his, to this 
fUrpefe. So in David^ the Man after God's own Heart, who 
Itbouhds with Expreflions^ of this Import, in his Pfalms. And 
tin iQihtmiah^ in Pauly^xxh many other Saints on Scripture- Re- 
cord. But the Tin^ would fail me» There are a Multitude of 
the Saints Confeflrons, whofe Language implies nothing Oiort of 
'this in the Terf, All our Righteoufnejis art as flthy Rags. 

.Biit to proceed, fays the Papist, ** Another Reafon is, bc- 
'•^ taufe tho' Ifaiah (hould fpeak of tf//, i. e. of that whofePeopIe, 
** yet he did not fpeak of all for eutry Time, but only for that 
•• Time when for their con(umtmtt fVicktdneJs they were doom*d 
'^« to Captivity in Babylon.**— To which the Protestant 
anfwers: Tnis Prayer 6f infpirM Ifaiah is indeed prcphetica!» 
and rcfpeiSbs a future Time, perhaps in particular that of the 
Bahylonijh Captivity, or 9% fomc think, theTimes of the Mijfiah. 
But fiill it contains many Things of a ammoa Reference,or gem^ 
ral ATped^ ; and the Confef&on in our Text is accommodable 
to all Times of the Church indiiFeremTy, |!*or it ii founded on 
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a melancholy Truths equally applicable to every Age, as to that 
in which Sibmon lived, Tbirg is mi ajuft Man upm Earthy wb$ 
doith G99d^ andjinnith mt^ even in his g9oi Deeds themfelves, aa 
to the Manner of doing them. Nor is there wf Time but the 
Challenge which he makes in bis Day,niay on the fame Grounda 
be repeated i Who can fay^ 1 bavi made mf Heart than \ lam 
pure from my Sin ! So the Challenge may be apply 'd to the Men 
of every Generation, as well as of that to whichZXsvi^ belonged ^ 
fFbe can undtrfiand bis Errors ? Nor are there any but what at 
all Times have Occafion to pray with him, CUanfc mifremfccrn 
Faults. 

The Papist adds, <^ A third Rcafon is, becaufe Ifaiab do'a 
<< not fpeak of all tbc Wwks even of the Wicked, but only of 
« thofe which they imagined to be Rigbtitufneffis ; fuch as their 
^< Sacrifiasj New-Meonsy and Rituab of Worfbip, wherein thef 
<< efpecially placed Rightemsfncfs : which Obfervances indeed, 
^^ for want of being done with a right Intention and in due 
«« Manner, are dcfervcdly compar*d to fihbf Rags.**"" But to 
this the Protestant replies ; that there is noColour for fuch a 
Limitation ; for thePropbet fpeaks in jifi^«il«Language,hisCoa* 
feffion is of seniver/al Extent, without any Exception or Reierve^ 
All 9ur Rigbtioitfnifis art as filtby Rags. Agreably I find that 
Note made upon thefe Words by Bp JbWSL, an eminent old 
Reformer : f << Our Virtugy our Holincfsy our Failings, our 
<« Prayers, are fihhy^ when they come to God's Sight.'' And 
it's the famous Dr. Willet's Obfervation on the Text : % 
<« The b$/i Works we do are fomewhat defiled with our own 
*• Corruption.' --The Prophet's Words are fM/rtf/; All, /•#• 
<< whether the Righteoufnefs of the meral or the ceremmal Law. 
<* The meft rigbteeus Men in the Earth ( fays he) have not only 
*< their Infirmities, ;and are in Danger to fin daily, but even 
<< , their hifi and mfi bely Works are blemifhed with fome Infir- 
«« jnity, and have a Smack of Sin." — Thus the old Preieftants 
apply'd ourText to the Saints themfelves, and to all their Works, 
their very purejt Works^even of Merality,^ well asCeremony*— 
However, Ihould we grant what is contended for, that they at 
moft concern only unregenerate Sinners^ it do's not appear, that 
fuch have always been wont to place Rigbteoufnejs in Rituals^ 
more than in Merals, We find, in that Parable, intended for 
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the Convi£Uon of C4rtain which trufltd in thgrnfilvis that thtjf wtn 
righteous ^oxxthoKVi who knowetb the Hearuof allMeo>defi:ribes 
the Pharijii koafting of his mordt Attainments, as well as cere- 
monial Obfervances, and placing them to the Account of his 
Righieoufnifs. Yea, it's obfervable, our Popijh Adverfary him- 
felfelfewhere * has in EiFed, by large ConceiSons, given up the 
Plea he makes here. Thus, in explaining that Righuoufnif$ of 
ihiLaw which theScriptures (but out of JuftificationyYit produce^ 
feveral Texts, where he tells us, *< IVorksztt cxcludtd Jimpfy^ 
without any Mention of the Mofaic Law/' And, however in« 
confiftently with his Argument before us, he exprefly makes the 
following remarkable Concei&on. <^ The ApofUe having to 
^* do (fays he] not only with Jews, but alfo with Geati/iSj that 
<< boafted of their ThiUfopby^ no lefs than the Jews did of their 
«< Law, We [ of the Church of Roms ] therefore underfland 
<< him ahfoluttly to exclude all JV$riSf antecedent to Faith^ as 
« w^ll the Obfervation of Mor^U^ as of Ceremonies."-- By 
the CardinaVs Leave then, interpreting the Prophit*s Confeffion 
by rhe ApofUe's allow'dDodrine,we auy fairly extend theCom- 
parifon of filthy Rags to allRightioufneffis^ol a moral Complexion^ 
«s well as ritual. And it follows too, by the fame Rule of judg- 
ing, that fince he grants aillVorks indifferently (previous to F(uth) 
ate rejefied, he ought npt to have confin'd the Prephtt\ Idea 
in the Text to the Works of very wicktd Men, or grofs Hypo- 
crites, that did but pradife a little Religion meerly in Pretina^ 
in wilfulDifguife and withconfciousDlifimulation; ^/i Hypocritea 
and Sinners in Zion not being of fo abandoned a Qharader. 

Nor furcly may this be allow'd to have been ihtJpoJiU^s View 
and Meaning in bis part of our Text. For it can't with the 
leaft Colour of Reafon be pretended, that £< is perfonating the 
tvorji of wicked Men ; iince he is here in the diredleft Language 
fpcakingof W/w/i//fingIy : and he never confcfs'd himfclf fucb 
a foul Diirembler with God or Man, as the vicious and defigolng 
Hypocrite ; no, but on the contrary, we find him almoft on all 
Qccafions vindicating bis moral Character from fo bUck a Siur^ 
syid even in ourContext claiming to have been always an unfpot- 
ted Example of human Sincerity in his yewip) Profeflion and 
Pradice : neverthelefs even this honefl moral Jew here reporta 
ofhimfelfythat when commencing a fibrj/7itfnConvert, be counted 
all his Pharifaical Righteoujnejs^ tho' fo untainted, fo exemplary 
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and refpeaable, but as L§fs and Duiig\ftig Chrift's Sakf . Now 
donbtlefs, as there were fooie ot1JllFinfcir//m in his Day alike 
undijfembling as he, to all whofe Rightioufniffis the fame Charac- 
ters of Difgrace were equally due : fo there might befeveral like 
Inftancesof /'/btfr//tf/Vtf/Morality,in theJewifliChurch,at theTime 
Jjaiah refers to in his prophetical -Pk'ayer, which contains this 
humble Conffffion, 'JUtur Rigbttw/mjfes anas filthy Rags : a 
ConfeiSon furely no lefs fuitable for the moft mcral Hypocrite 
among them, than was thf t of Saul the Pharifee, for himfelf. It 
appears quite unreafenable then,taunderftand theProphet as only 
fpeaking in the Perfon of the grofsly wichd ; fince his Words 
are as well applicable to §tbirs^ of a fairer Carriage and even the 
moft unblemifi^'d Appearance. 

Upon fuch Confiderations, I obferve, 

2. The Generality of Puufiant Interpreters have extended 
thefe dtgradingComparifons in ouvText to a\\ iht Rtghuoufmffn 
of the moft TifintdRjpkmUi (atTeaft) without excepting the Cafe 
of any the exa^teft Moralift^ or moft rais'd Devotioniftf ftill 
unregenerate. 

As to the Prephifi ConfeiSon, 'tis commonly judged byPRO- 
TESTANT Writers, that he is here prophetically addrrffingthe 
Throne of Grace in the Church's Name, at fome Seafon of fpe- 
cial Awakning and Reformation* And if they be confider'd as 
now refleAing on their former Doings in Religion, previous to 
their Converfion, it is acknowledged, the Language of their Con*- 
feilion here is but what became fiif-ju^iug Penitents, and in« 
deed \s ufual with fuch. For true Gofpel-Penitents are wont 
to hlujh and even hath ihimfilva at the Remembrance of thoTe 
Tery Demotions and Virtues of theirs, which they once prided 
themfelves in ; vainly Dreaming they would make their Perfons 
beauteous and amiable in the Sight of God, as well as Man,and 
urould ferve for a compleat R$bi ofRighuoufnefs^ in which they 
»ight ftand with Safety before tbe King ef Glory : but now, 
convinc'd of their manifold Imperfedions and Pollutions, their 
Contrariety to the Rule of Duty in many Regards, and their 
Shorrnefs of it in all, they lament them as formatty m/,hbwever 
^oed materially, and even ^#^/// and nnounct thtm in Relation 
to any fuch Purpofe as that of zjuffiffif^ Righttcufntft. In this 
Light, they can now look upon their once-^boafted RobeofRigb- 
Uoufnefs no etberwife indeed than as fitthy Rags : defedlive as 
lid;^/,orlike'fiDine tornand fcantyGarmcnt, infufficient to cover 
kheir moral Nakedneiii $ and corrupt ^» filthy RagSy like a fordid 
dirty befinear'd{a$ well as tatter 'dJGarBient, rather polluting to 
'■* ■ them^ 
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Ibem, tbin beautifyiDfrJiid recommendiog in the Eyes of their 
Heart-fearching and Sin-heiing Sovereign, while viewing them 
in the Glafs of his holy Ztfcv. 

Certainly our Jp9flU^ in bi$ ConfeiEoii before iis» muft be 
ownM an Example of this felf-condenining and felf-abhorring 
Frame of Mind ; if we only confider him as therein reipeAing 
bis. former unregenerate Life* For, aftir tbiftraiufi Si& 9f tb$ 
Jims Riligiw be had Ihid a Pburifii^ and hi$ Manrnr #/ l^fr 
from bit YoMtby at touching ibs Rigbtioufm/s wbicb i$ in tbo Law^ 
ilmnelifs ; yea, exhibiting a actable Zsal tmarJs God ( tbo not 
according to Knowledge) and much of Care to keep a CMfcimti 
VMif/* Q^«v# towards Men.— However, afterwards upon Re- 
flexion being convinced that he all this While had not tbo Faith 
0/ God's Eii£fy that Faith without which 'tis impoffibU to pUefi 
Gody he therefore now, iince bis having it given him to believe 
in God with a Faith unfiifmd^ revokes YAMfpbariJaical Pretenfion 
Co hK\n% jutiipid Jy Wtrks^ and cenrures all bis old Rigbtooufntjfoi 
as deeply dencient, depraved, and even deteftable in the Sight 
of God thatjuftifieth $ however inculpable in the View of Ihon- 
fighted Men, and in the Eye of his own mifguided Confeience. 
He now fees and confefles, that notwithftanding the Jaudabie 
Confiflence of bis vifible Actions and the uniform Tenor of his 
Behaviour in the World, imder the Influences of natural Conlcu 
ence, excited and improved by a religious Education, his paft 
Life had been polluted with Abundance of moral Evils, tbo of a 
more reiin'd Sort ; and that his very beft. Duties f whether of . 
the ceremonial, or moral Kind J had all been vitiated by Vnholiof 
and ficrtt Hypocrify^ wretchedly defedive and corrupt therefore 
in a juft Tbooiogicai View, and now appearing to bis mligbten'd 
Eyes worthy the Name of Lo/s and Dung it felf. He now own'e 
that he had all the Days of his Phari/oi'Li/o been, as it were, 
but patching up fltbyRags for a Coat of Armour againft ihtfiorp 
Law, or ( to keep to bis own Metaphor ) but heaping up Du^g 
for a Defence againft the Juft ice of the divine Lawgiver $ aad 
that a holy God might juftly have Jproad Dung upon bis Fau ( aa 
the Prophet fpeaks ; ivon tbo Dung of bis/ohmn Foa/ls andFafts, 
of his beartlefs Devotions and lifelefsVertues : All which he now 
renounces with a defervM Contempt and no longer places bti 
Rigbioou/no/s in them.** Thus fome underftand and apply the 
Wordi of the Apoftte in our Text. 

Indeed, there are Interpreters,that fromfuch a View as they 'fp 
taken of the preceeding Context, do fuppofe himiit our Text but 
to renounce Juiaifm^ as fuch i to difclaim that Rigbto^ujno/ii 
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which was his nvn asunder thcLivitical Law ; YAsRighUoufneJs^ 
which he had as a yiw and a Pbarifu^ or a ftriA Conformift 
to the Rituals of the M^Jak Difpenfation. They think, now 
he was become a Cbriffian^ he might very well undervalue this 
as LofSf yea, defpife it as Dung^ in Compare with that more ex-, 
cellent Gi/psI-Righttfiufm/s^ which he bad fince arrived to by 
the Knowledge of Chrift and Obedience Xq the Faith.-- But it 
is a Difficulty with them, to conceive how the Apoftle fliould 
count that Degree of nifftf/Righteoufiiefshehad attained, while 
a Jiw^ to be any Lq/s or Prejudice and Damage to him : much 
lefs can they fuppofe his Renunciation of ritual Obfervan- 
ces under the Lawy fairly to be tranflated to moral Attainments 
under the Gofpsl^ or jufily to be confider'd as infiruding the 
CbriJIian Profeflbr to count hisDuties of Morality no better than 
JLofs and Dung. But this Difficulty feems to vanifh, when we 
refledt, that tbefe derogatory Names regard moral Works, 
not as ahfilutely confider'd, but under the relative Notion of a 
juftifying Rigbuou/mfsy and as a Man's trufling in them for 
Righteoufntfs hinders him from fubmitting to tbo Rigbttowjnt/o 
afGodby Faitb^ without doing which lie hazards the Salvation of 
his Soul. 

However, there are others who judge the ApoftU*% Example a 
proper Objed of the Cbriffian*9 Imitation ; and fuppofe thofe 
Chara6ter8, odious as they are, which he apply's to bis ownRigb* 
Uoufntfs^ whether in one View or another, juftly transferrible 
to the moral Virtues of Men under a Cbriftian Profeffion, tho' 
the moft fubflantial and fublime,confiflent with an unregenerare 
State. They conclude the Text truly accommodable to the Cafe 
of a Golpol'Pbarifio ; and fcruple not applying to the moft re- 
iin'd Hypocrite's external Righteoufnefs (ritual, ormor^l) thefe 
depreciating Names of Lofs and Dung. For to this Cafe they 
think thofe Sayings of Christ juftly referrible, which (but all 
fuch out of the heavenly Kingdbm, wboft Rigbtiou/mfs exceods 
not the Rightioufnefs of tbo Jewifh Pbari/tes ; and which charac- 
terife thefe as but wbitid Stpulcbrosy while outwardly appearing 
rightious unto Men ; yea, pronounce that which is highly efieemed 
among Men even an Abomination in the Sight of God."- But then, 
of thofe in this Way of thinking, there zre/ome who can by no 
Means confent to have fuch a Stigma, as that in the Prophet's 
Confeffion, apply'd to the real RighteoufnefTes of Saints, to in« 
ward vital Religion or true Holinefs, however imperfedl:. And 
befure they think it quite unlikely, that the Apoflle, tho' juftly 
€oi|nting his Pbarifaical Virtues, before Converfion, but Lofsot 
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Detriment/fr Cbriftj Ihoold now after Converfion and when in 
Cbriji account bis Evangilicat Gracts likcwife ftill but Oetrimenc 
or Lff/ii and very Dung : efpeciail/ as they don't obferve, that 
tbe Writings of tbis Apofile, or other Parts of Scripture, any 
where elfe» reprefent true Gofpil-Htlintfi vnder tbefe debafing 
Appellations, or any the like Charaders of Difcredit and Dimi- 
nution ; but rather every where aflerting its Utility, its Excel- 
lency, its Importance, yea, its abfolute Neceffity and indifpen- 
lablc Obligation,and conftantly fpetking of the Believer's fV§rki 
#/ RigbtiHifngfs in all the Language of Regard and Appiaufe. 

NevertheleA, there are otbgr Diyines, of equal Reputation for 
Piety, Learning and Judgment, who think they may confifiently 
carry the Senfe of the Text even to that Length i and fuppofing 
all Objedions fairly an<werable, do maintain, that both tbe 
Pr9pbit and Ap^ftU^ when fpeaking of fuch Righttiufneffis as 
were but like Dung zxiA filthy Rags 9 did verily defign ibiir §wh 
xt^RigbtiouJngJfes^z^ fincerely obedieotBelievers ; and by Parity 
of Reafon, tbe inherent RigbtsQufntJpts of all other Saints 1 fo 
refleAing a Sort of Odium on all the perfonal Rigbtfufmfs of 
Man,— but this only under fome particular Refpc^ and m\h 
fpecial Limitations, that they bad in View* 

Which brings me to obferve, under the other general Head, 

II. Many pious judicious Expofitors and Preachers,erpecially 
in the firft Times of the Rtformatign from Vgptry^ have inter- 
preted both the Triphtt and the JpofiU^ in our Text,as having 
their Eye more immediately to the perfonal RighUoufneJfet of 
real SainUy tho only under certain determinate Ideas and r#- 
ftraintng Confiderations ; and in thofe particular limited Views, 
applying to true Holintfi itfeif, as fubfifting in and exerted by 
imperfe£lMen,the ignominious Names oi Dung ii filthy Rags, 

Indeed I can't find that any of tbem do {as thty bi JlanderovJJy 
nportidy and as form affirm that Wi fay is the meaning ) under- 
ftand our Text, in one or other of it's Parts, to deny cither the 
afiual Exiftence of all true Holinefs in Believers, or all CJfe and 
Advantage of it to them, or it's Neceffity, or it's Obligation : 
And therefore don't underfiand tbem to fligmaHfe tbeSaints per- 
fonal Righteoufmfs unlimitedly, under every Confideration of \u 
Accordingly when ^Proteflants apply thefe Names of Reproach in 
our Text to true inherent Rigbteoufntfi ^ they never mean to dif- 
parage it ab/oluttly and irrtfpe^ively : No verily, but always in 
areflrain'd quali^y'd Senfe only, as viewing it under certaio 
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Catnpari/ont^ or under certain fpecial RtlattMSj and having a 
FJace falfely aflign'd it in fonic particular jtcauntf from which 
the Scripture exempts and intirely excludes it. 'Tis a known 
and approved Diftindion, applicable in the prefent Cafe, that of 
diffum Jimplicittr iff ftcundum quid ; and to argue from the 
latter to the former, tho too common in ill-natur'd Wrang- 
lings, is a Fallacy and Abufe, which every fair Reafoner will 
avoid with Scorn : Yet this is very much the Manner of argu- 
ing our V9pifl> Adverfkries u(e with us, in their angry Debates 
upon theMeaningof our Text. BccaufePROTESTANTSyinCon- 
futation of the Romish Error concerning Juftification by Woris^ 
liave alledg'd the Pailages before us as aflerting the Saints fy^rks 
sf Rigbt49ufntji to be all impirftH and polluud, iin&nx'd with the 
Remains of innate G>rruption^ as well as interrupted with fre- 
^quent Commiffions of Sin, all which JifiU ibi Man and debafe 
bis moral Charader ; from whence they judge it a necefiary 
Confequcnce, ^ztfuch ff^»rkt czn have no intrinfick Worth anjr 
Way equal to the Defign of Men's JufiificMtUn before God : 
therefore Vapiflual Writers, I find, make hideous Exclamati- 
ons againfi them, as abominably wrefting thefe Parts of Scrip* 
ture, and indeed contradidling the whole Tenor of the holy 
Bible : And ihefe Writers having firfl mifreprefented that as 
fyoktn^mplf and shfoluulf^ which Protefiants fay but compara^ 
iiviljy or nfpiiiivtly to a particular Cafe, they then proceed to 
Charge the Vrouftant Dodrine with many odious Abfurdiiies^ 
and excufe it not from Blafpbimy it felf. f They make loud Re- 
monftrances againft it, as equally ridiculous, pernicious, and 
impious. They anathematize it as one of the worft Here(ies,the 
Chriftian Church was ever infefled with. They reprefent it as 
horridly derogating from the Honour of God's moral Govern- 
ment, from the Perfedion of Cbrifl's Work of Redemption, 
from the Glory of the Spirit's Work of Sandification, and fa 
from the Credit of the whole CbriflianRevelatioo ; as tending tq 
^undermine allRdigion,to evacuate theLawSc fubvert theGofpel; 
by debauching Men's Principles and Manners, by confirming 
Infidels in their Averfion to Chriflianity,by hardning hypocritical 
ProfefTorsin their guilty Negleds of moral Duty, and by ftum- 
blingfincpre, but weak. Believers; difcouraging their Purfuits 
of Virtue, (baking their Hopes,and diflurbing theComforts they 
feel in themfelves from a Confcioufnefs of their fo walking aa to 

t Vid. Bell ARM. dtjuftif. Pag. 369, Pagigo. &f alibi. SoDr. 
B|sHOP*sEptf.toK James. Vid.l3pABB0T'8Anf.p.38,&i34. 
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pleafe God and fecure their ownHappinefs.-Inall the Language 
of Severity and Scorn therefore, yea, with railing Accufation, I 
find chcfe Popi/h Writers rejeAing and inveighing againft the 
*Proteftant Conftru£tion and Application of thefe PafTages in our 
Text : while what we produce them for Proof of, is only the 
Neceility of zn imputed Righteiu/nifs ^groundtd on thelmpoffibility 
oiju^ification by anyRigbteoufnefs of our 0t(;ff,which we appre- 
hend fairly deducible from thefeScriptures; forasmuch as wc are 
here afTur'dstf// pet(oti2i]RighueufneJjis of Men are (b very imper- 
fedlj&fjdebafed by poIlutingMixtures of morallnfirmity &Cor- 
rupcion,that ihckRigbtiou/ntffis themfelves needtheBIoodof C^r/)? 
to wafh away their Defilements, and the Mantle of his Righte^ 
tujmfi to cover their Failures : fo far are they from abfolutely 
pleafingGod { tx propria Dignitati^ byanyWorthof their own, 
<iBd confcquendy from being qualify'd to be juftifying Righuou/^ 
fifjffis in his Sight. — This, This is the heinous Doftrmc, which 
a waken'd the Vengeance of Rome againft iht Riformers^ and 
bro't fuch a Flood of Obloquy upon them, as wicked Siander- 
crs of Religion and virtual IVIurdercrs of all Morality, as grofly 
Igffioranf in the Scriptures,or perverfely abu/ing the facredTexr, 
and venting even Blafphemy againft it. 

But to fupport thefe invidious and defamatory Charges, the 
very Champion of the Romijh Caufe, with all his Powers of 
Reafon and Treafurcs of Learning, could only produce tbemoft 
impotentPleas(and nonefince feem to have produced any better) 
nor could offer fo much as any Shew of Argument, that I can 
obfervc, bcfides what is grounded on a palpably /^r^VSenfe of 
the T^t, and an evidently /tf//i Reprefcntation of Fa6!, in Re- 
lation to the ProUJlant Conftru6tion and Ufe of it.--- Neither 
have ProuHanU been wanting in the juft Vindication of them- 
Alves againft this difmgenuous and abufive Treatment from the 
Rmi/hMvcrfdry : but have often appeared in their ownDefence, 
have ftated and defended their Opi.iion without Difguire and 
withfuperior Strength of Reafoning, Mv'd all the Difficulties 
and Objeftions thrown in theirWay,and faid abundantly enough 
for ever to filcnce the unreafonabje Clamour againft them. I 
have thought therefore, it might anfwer a valuable End, that 
would richly compenfdtc the Labour, to review the Popi/h 
jControverfies on this Occafion, and coiled fome Things ( for a 
Specimen ) out of (hofe large and excellent Defences, wh'ch 
^Pfptiflants have made long ago, of their Interpretation and Ufe 
of thefe Paffigcs in our Text, againft the Cavils and Crimina- 
iioiis of Jfjuitical Suphifteis 3. thai if any under a Preteflant 

P^ofeffion 
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Profeffion fhould be found fiding with the Church of Rome and 
pleading a Popijh Caufe, in cenfuring and oppofing (on no better 
^ than Vopi/h Principles and Reafons) the Vroujiant Notion of our 
Text commonly received among us, fuch may be put to the 
Blufli and others put on their Guard, by difcerning whence the . 
Oppoficion takes it's Rife and whither it leads. For at Romt it 
commence, and for ought I can {orckeytbtn it muft terminate. 
In the firft Place then, 

As to that Part of our Text, M our RighUoufntJfis an asjiU 
/Ay Ue^^j, I find the Protestant Application of this to the 
real Right eoufnejfei and moral Virtues of good, Men exploded by 
Papistical Writers in general,and by fome of 'em both ridi- 
cul'd as ahfurd and curs'd as blafphemous. — But the feigned Blaf-» 
phemy vaniflies and the pretended Abfurdity difappears, when 
Pretiflants come to make their Defence ( as is commonly the 
Manner with them ) by ftating truly their Conftruflion and Ufe 
of the Text, by examining the Context^ and comparing fpiritual 
Things withfpirituaL 

According to the current Senfe of the Reformers ( as already 
obferv'd) the Prophet in-our Text reprefents the Church of tbi 
living God ( not the Wicked^ as Papi/ls imagine, but the Godly ) 
making this hi/mbleConfeffion, All ourRighteoufneffes are as filtbf 
Rags. And the Dodrine they found upon it, is principally this: 
That theS0i«/5,confcious'of remainingCorruption in themfelves, 
of many Sins ftaining their Lives, and much moral imperfedion 
polluting and blemifhing their very beft Works, do therefore re- 
nounce all Depeniance on their own perfondilRightiou/neJ/isy for a 
Title tofpecial Mercy and Juftipcation before God j and in Relati- 
on to fuch aPurpofe,do indeed account them but as filthy Rags, -^ 
The Protestant Opinion is, that this undervaluing Refem- 
blance, in the Prophet's Intention, reaches to all fVorksy as well 
of a maraly as a ritual Afpedt, and as well fubfequent^ as antece- 
dent to Faith. For fince the faireft Duties of Morality ^ even 
after Converfion, are not fo pure and perfeS, as to be intirely 
faultlefs before God, nor can atone for their own Faults or at all 
txcuje them, much lefs merit a Reward, but even need a Pardon 
of their immoral Defers, and leave us abfolutely dependent on 
the meritoriousObedience and propitiatingBlood of ihcMediator, 
for their Title to Acceptance and Approbation withGod ; there- 
fore Protestants in oldTimeufed to conclude, we may with 
the utmoft Propriety and Pertinence extend this Chara^er of 
filthy Rags further than to Works (ritual or moral) done te/ort 
Converficii^ and apply it to the very bcft Works of r<a/Cbrifti- 
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am, as confider'd under the formal Notion and Defign of Righ-' 
Uwfntffisy to juftify them in the Sightof God^againft theAccu- 
fations of bis violated Law and the Challenges of his offended 
Juftice* 

However, to obviate a vulgar Prejudice, let it be noted 
here ; while they thought the Saints moral RighifuJn$Jfi% (but 
out of the Offici of juftifying (as they were wont to fpeak) and as 
well from the Exigence of the Cafe, as in Honour to the Pntfilf 
Office of the Mediator, pleaded firenuoufly for an impuud RJgh' 
iau/m/sy even that which is of God thro' Faiib only, as the fole 
Ground, Matter,or objeAiveReafon of Juflipcaiiin beforeGod ; 
yet ftill (whatever their Popish Adverfaries infinuated, to 
blacken their Reputation and raife a Cloud on their Dodlrine ) 
the Bjfvrmiri were as far as any in the World from calling the 
leaft Slight on the blefled Spirit in hisOffice as Sanffifiir ; but 
ever afTerted the abfoluteNeceffity of fubjedive Grace (without 
which they deem'd Religion, in its mofl plaufible Appearances, 
but an empty Name) ever proclaimed tht Righuout more txcsl" 
lint than his Neighbour ; and ever pronounc'd inbtnnt Rigbre- 
oufnefs greatly temficitl^ in its due Place, and in Relation to 
thoferpeciali?«ii,for which theGofpel requires it. They highly 
honoured real Holintfsj as the Refult of Divine Eledlion, 
the Purchafe of Chrift, the Produd of the Spirit, the Image of 
God, and the moralGlory of human Nature, the Evidence of a 
pardoned State and the Earned of eternal Life, the Beginning of 
Heaven upon Earth, a fure Principle of HappineA to theSubje3s 
of it, and a Angular Bleffing to the World. Neverthelefs, in 
perfed Confiftency (as they thought) with all due Honours to it . 
in every fach View, they conftantly affirm'd this inhennt Rtgh^ 
U9ufntf$ to be univerfally fo imperfed in its Degree, attended 
with fo many finful Failings in its daily Exertments, and allay'd 
with fuch frequent groffcr Pollutions of Life, even in the per^ 
fcfleft Saint here below, that it can by no Means fufficiently sin- 
fwer the End of a reconciling and juftifying Righuoufmfi^ noj 
fafely be confided in for a Title to God's fpecial Mercy, or for 
Security againft the Arrefls of his Law and Jufticc. Purfuant 
to this, they thought, that altho' as a Charaderiftick of the par- 
don'd and juilify'd Man, and in point of Qualification or capa- 
citating Difpofition for enjoying the Privileges of fuch,as well as 
in regard of its Subfcrviency to the Redeemer's Kingdom and 
Glory, moral Righteoufoefs be an Ornament of great Price in the 
Sight of God ; yet flill, confider'd under the formal Notion of a 
jiy^/^/ff^Rightcoufnefs, or under any Notion of a procuringCaufe, 

ciFc£tive 
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effedive Means or obfcfiive Realbn of Psaa with God^ it is 
really of no ^ia at all in his Sight, but ufelefs and worthlefs as 
filthy Rags. — Now 'tis only in this limited rtfpt£iive Notion* 
or elfe in a meer amparstivi View, that Prot$fiants have fuppos^d 
the Saints RigbiHufniJfii difpai ag'd by the Prophet under this 
Name of Reproach* 

Indeed I find fome later PrttiftatU Expofitors, for the fake of 
obviating Prejudices and avoiding Difficulties, have chofen to 
put sipirfgnsl Senfe on the Word Rightau/wJ/is ( fuppofing, by 
a Figure in Speech, the ^i^^rtf^ put for the Cmrett) and under- 
ftanding the Prophet to intend right etus Mtn^ they think that 
by filthy Rags is only fuggefted the forlorn and abjed C§nditiom 
of God's People, at theTime this prophetical Prayer refers to.— 
But, referving all ducRefpedb to the Inventors of this Conftruc- 
tion, I may modeflly fay, it feems rather ingenious, than folid 
and judicious : Nor fee I tbeNeceffity or Expediency of depart- 
ing from the commonly received Notion of the Text, which our 
Protiftant Fathers, reforming from ^apery^ laid fuch extraor- 
dinary Weight upon, and made fuch perpetual Ufe of (triumph" 
ing in this Tiur/, and having it ivsr in their Months) as furni(bing 
them with a very powerful Plea in Oppofition to the Papal 
Do6trine of Jufiification hy Works. 

However, it mayn't be improper to obferve here, I find the 
Protestant Writers commonly defending their ^«ii#rtf/Con- 
ftrudion of tbfs Scripture by explaining it infundry particular 
Senfes'; and thefe are reducible to two^ the one Comparative^ 
and the other relative to Jufiification : which I (hall now take 
fome Notice of diftindly. 

I. They vindicate their applying the Charadier of filthy Rags 
to the mora) Righteoufiseffes of Saints tbemfelves, by pleading 
that none will deny their defcrving this difgraceful Name, if 
viewed in neomparative Light.— And 'tis certainly not unufual 
in Scripture- Language, to callThings, in their Nature valuable^ 
hy diminutive a AtneOf or ^ui detra^ing Ch^tSL&txs upon 'em, 
(omparatively fpeaking. Thus, the Jewijh Rituals are intituled 
weak and beggarly Elements, perhaps in Comparifon with the fu- 
periour Institutions of the Gofpe). Befure, when the Apoftle 
was running down the Difpenfation of Mojes^ and applying to it 
fome Terms of great Difparagement, he explains himfelf by fay- 
ing, Evmthajt which was made glorious y had NO Glory in this 
ReJpeSf^ by Reafonofthe Glory that excelleth.r* So here, the Pro- 
phet's Confefiion, 1 fuppofe^ will by univcrfal Confent admit of 
a comparative iieiife* 

Even 
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Even Tcptfli, as well as Proteftants^ agree, that the moft ex- 
alted mot2i]RigbUcii/nt/s in the World mutt appear but as impun 
Rags, if vicw'd in the infinitely tranicendent Light of God's 
My Facty or compared with the fupr erne Standard and Origin 
of ail Pcrfeilion and Purity. This perhaps might in Part be Bp 
Jewel's View, in that Paflage of his before recited. For having 
occaficnally made theRen)ark,that << inGod'sSight tbctS/^ri are 
uncUatiy* he brings in the Words of ourTVjr/jWiththisGlofsypon it 
«* QMiVirtui^oni Holimfs^hc^tc y?//*;, when they come toGoD's 
<« Sight." And I find the great Cardinal of ^0x77^ himfelf ex- 
prcfly making this Conccffion. f ** So great ( fays he ) is the 
•' Purity, and Sublimity of GoDhRifhtioujmfs^ ih^x ail ibg 
-'* Rightgou/fis/j of Memnd Angels, compared with that, ap- 
<< pears but Unrighteousness. Juft as a Candle, tho dif- 
^< cernibly (hining in the dark, yet placed in the Rays of the 
<< Sun is extinguifh'd, or as the brightefl Stars difappear in the 
« Day-Light : So in Comparifon with God, all human 'Purity 
** is as it were Impurity, and all ourBeauty butDeformity.** 
Accordingly he quotes withApprobaticn thatSaying of Austin, 
Cujui Participatione jujti Junt^ ejus Comparatiom nee ju/ti funt. 
That is. The Righteous lofe their Charader, and appear Un- 
RiGHTEous, upon a Comparifon with the divine Fountain, 
from whence they derive their Righteoufnefs. Agreably, 1 find 
the Cardinal applying in this Light feveral PaiTages in the Book 
of Job. ** I know y it is fo of a Truth i but fliall Manbirigh" 
♦* teous in Comparifon */God \—Shall mortal Man be juft com- 
>« par'd with God !"-- So then, by the Adverfary's own free 
Conceflions here f whatever he has elfcwhcre pretended to the 
contrary) there's no Need of fuppofing, that the Pr^^A/^'iCon- 
feffion rcfpefls only (he Hoicked ; but may properly enough be 
refcr'd to the Righteous^ in a comparative Senfe. And furely 
there's none will deny, that all our Righteoufnejfes are as filthy 
RafTs, when bro't into Comparifon with the Righteoufnefs of 
God. Verily onefuchGlimpfeas holy7«^faw ofGod's tremendoua 
Holinefs, might well make any Man cry out as he did. Behold^ 
Jam ViLB ! 1 abhor my (elf. So theholy Prophet Ifaiah^Vfhcn 
a Beam of the divine Glory flafli'd in his Eyes, inftantly iofing 
Sight oi all bis own Righteoufnefs ^hchrckc out in that Language 
(equivalent tohisWords in our Text)/^^ is me^for lam undone^ 
becaufe 1 am a Man of unclean Lips.^ - Now after this. 
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where it the BlafpbiWff or where the Mfarditf^ of arcribiog fo 
the Stints tbemfelves that humble Confeffioo» M §urRighu$uf- 
Miffii an ^i filthy RMgs I 

And view'd in other comparttive Lighti, Pntiflants bare 
pleaded, that the Saints perfonal R^htHufm/s lofes all its Purity 
and Glory. Tbus, compared with that fhining Array of babi« 
tui^l Rcflitude and Innocence, which adorn'd Jidmn originally 
in Paradife, what is the moft compleat and glfftcring Ckrb of 
morzV RigbMufntfi now on £arth,but as brobn Shreds of Rigb* 
faufne/s^ and thefe defiled and blacken'd with Sin ? — Or com- 
pared with the LMf of 9ur Nature^ the primitive Standard of 
«£bial Rigbtiotifug/s^whsLt is the moft Confumniate Righttomjmfi 
of imperfe£t Saints, but as fltbf R^gi t Verily 'tis at beft at 
Ragi \ or as a Garment, not only Ihort of the true Meafiire^ 
but full of (hameful Sciflures, its fereral Farts fcarce hanging to- 
]gether ; and this inconfiftent rtff|f#iGarment,not only blemiih'd 
by its own Defeds and Rents, but/itt/'^ too bj attendant Lufta 
and Corruptions. — Or compared with the rtpmti Rule of our 
Obedience, the Law rf tb§ Utd which is pitfiR^ bis written 
W&rd which is viffpun, is not the compleateft^ Rigbuoufnifs of 
the moft improved Saint upon Earth, but fcanty and imperfed; 
yetf even as filthy Rags f — Or compared with the Purity and 
Ferfefiion of tbeSaints tbemfelves in their btavtnly State, what ia 
thefaigheft Perfefiion and Purity of Saints in this their £0r^/friy 
Condition, but Imperfedion and Impurity ? The Rightaufntjs 
plfomi real Saints lofes its Brightnefs,when wily compared to that 
of §thirs^ even now in this evil World, who (bine with fuperior 
moral Attainments : but what is the Right$9ufntjs of the moft 
linifh'd Staints on the Earth to that of glorify'd Saints in the 
World Qf fpotlefs Purity and Ferfe£lionT In this comparative 
View, furely all our Rigbtioufmjfis appear as pithy Rags. 

In a Word, atleaft, this is their due Charafier, if compared 
with the Rigbtioufnifs of Christ, the admirable Pattern and 
Source of 0// our RigbtionJntJJis. In Comparifon with ihaxRigh^ 
U9ufntfs^ which he exemplify M in our Nature and Stead, and 
which is gracioufly imputed to Believers ( called in Scripture tb$ 
Rigbtiwfmfs of God, from its Divine Author and immediate 
£ubjed. Goo incarnate, as well as from its Divine Inflitution 
and Acceptance) in this Light furely the Saints own perfonal 
iRigbtooufoifs at beft appears full of uncomelyDefeAs & wirh an 
ugly Hue : not as the other, a fim Limn Robe white and clean^ 
but rather like a dark, coarfe, rotten, Uproms Garment. Verily 
Ifacre'i an inconceivable Difpropertion betwiecn the Saints own 

D inhirom 
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inhirtnt Righteopfoefs, and that of Cfarift iwpuud to tbcoi**- » J 
will briefly fiate the RefembUnice an4 Difparity between them^ 
in the igreable Words of the excellent Bp 3arlow» f who 
iuider(land8 the Prophet in our Text at fpcaking^ not abfolutelf^ 
tut amparativiljfi^m in Relation to the excelling Rhhuoufnefs 



,1f //«»/«///, if nufipar'd with the abfolute and perfe^ iZi^i^^ 
>.f §ujkiji of C|ifti8T> by which all bis Saints are JHftiify'd. For 
5f this RighU9uJn$Js of our bleffed Saviour , imputid to bisSainta^ 
f< is in Scriptqre, ( iiLfV- iQ- 8. ) call'd a compleat and intire 
ff JUmu-GarmtHt^, whiti and^^chan^ which .( according to Riv. 
f^ 3* i8. & 6. u, } they have of Christ^ to c9Vir thtir Nai^ 
<* gdmif/. (It is not an tnhcirent, but an imputed and external 
H Righttou/nijiyji^akhu a Robe or Garment covsrs their Sins 
M. and moral Nf^lge^Mft, (i2#m. 4. 7.)<— WhenSaint^^^ (aysj, 
V implied Sigbiui^/^^^ wbiu and cUan^ and 

<< Ifaiab Tays, ouf^ inherent Righti^ufntfi is ySy/)&)r i^ig^i, chp 
<< Comparifop ma^y ftand thus ; theAnalogy andDifference thus 

<« appear, (i) QMr-blefT^d Saviour's i>n^ir/^^RighteoufiieA. is an 
<' intifiRobi^ or jC/ir49 Gj^rtmnt ( as the Apoftle calls it } per- 
<< fe&ly white ajiii r//^^:Which covers all our Sins and osoVal 
f < Nakednefi, ]p|ut(2.) our own iOift/fva/Righteourners is a$ filtlm 
f < Rait. {%• ) RagiofiXy^ or broken Fragments ( as it were ^ 
fc 9nd littlePieces^Righteoufners^and no intireRobe ; for oujr 
f < many interveningSins divide and rent it intoRags. And (a.) 
fc thoie Rags too are not perfectly white and clean, but aire 
*' /A^y* Either {i*)in Refpefl of their DtfeSs^ which ftaio 
$f them : for, if Gpd fliould examine them according to 
<< the Severity of the moral Law, they would be found defedive 
. f « ( at lead ] in Degree, and be unable to abide the Trial, fo aa 
f<. to juftify us beforeGod. Or ( 2.} they kie filthy Rags^^t leaft 
i^ cmpttrativsiy^ in Relation to the.noLore excelIent/l/^^/<air/Bif/r 

f« pf.CnaisT^'. . 

' ^Mt I procc<4 now to the other particular Senfe,in which Pr^ 
uAantt have ufually.. explained and defended their general Con* 
fisudion and Applicacion.of the Text. According to them, 
i 2«' This Character of Reproach is due to ail Rightioufmjfn of 
Saints themrelvesy if cooilder'd under the Notion oijujiifyit^ 

* ' ' '. ■ 
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Rigbtiiufniffif^ fervihg to tkaii •tar F§aci with God, and by their 
Worth & Virtue fecurjng us againft theChalleoges of hisLaw and 
Juftice: Hence believing Penitents tho' laudably ziai9u^ ^fg—i 
fVwh^ as excellent in other Views, do renounce all Trnft ia 
them, and as it were lofe all Vdlm$ for them, under this Notion 
of their pacifying ibi Angtf^ and winning the Fav§mr 9f tbi Divim 
Lawgivir andjudgi. — Here gad ff^$r is (which fpring only from 
juftifying ffaitbt and fo ftOiw Juftification ) appear quite out of 
FItUi and out of Cbara£fir. Put to ibis Acc^smi^ they ftand for 
a Cypber^ for N§tbing^ or worfe than Nothing. Being thus m//^ 
plae4d^ the ExalUncy tbat is in tbm^ as it were, gois away ; and^ 
here they fall under a juftDifparagement.--This was theOpinion' 
of thofe who have been wont fo ftienuoufly to urge this Text 
in Oppofition to Ptptry. 

Protestants have from tbeBeginning bad warm Contefia 
with X\ktR$mi/b Adverfary,on that important Queftion, *< ff^bai 
** is tbi KdATTER §f juftifyingRigbttiufnifs f" (asMr. Richard 
H49kir^ a celebrated old Proteftant exprdTes it ) Or, «' /f^hai 
^< fi that Righteoufnefs, by which a Mam is jnftifiid in tbi Sight 
^^ ofGUf**— Whether his own imbircnt Righteoufneft, or that 
of Ctiiift imputed to him ^ — The Papists bold for the former, 
in Oppofition to the latter. % One mainGround of theirOpinion 
is a fuppos'd Pcffc&im in the Saints Warls §f Rigbttonfnifs* 
Thefe they define to be ^< Works^sid im Kind^ or inRefped of 
« God's Command, and done with a right Intcnthn'* : And 
fuch Works they call pcrfcQ^ in Contradiftindion.to all faulty 
and defiling ImperfeAion* For they maintain, <* that neither 
^^ meer innateC9ir^iy2'#«^#,nordoing thefe Workswith a de/iHivi 
^* L«v#,nor the Intermixture of venial Sins ( as they fpeak) can 

^« poffibly^//«r#theSaint8goodWorks."t They obfcrve, "The 
<' Scripture in ab/iltttcTeims denominates fome Menjufff baly^ 
** undifilidf perfsa :" and in fuch Men they aflert, '< there is 
«< fuch true Und abfclutc Rigbtunfm/s, that in tht jnjl Judgment 
^^ ir/GoD, not Punifhment, but Glory is due ton." | How^ 
ever, at the fame Time, to put a fair Glofs on their Opi« 
nion, they confefs, « that the Reafon of iYix^Wiribinefs in good 
^^ Works turns wholly upon Grace^ refults from Chri/i^s Merits^ 
« and hither all ibeVraifi is ultimately to be refer'd." -^ They 
diftinguilb, and fay, ^^Tbat for which we are juftify'd, is the 
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«« Merit of Christ, as the M/ri/#fiMi Caufe ; alcbo* it be 
<« BY our inhercntRighceoufnofsyas the formal Cz\i(c. **% And I 
obferve, our great Antagonift, in confidering it as a Cafe of 
Confcieace, makes feveral modeft Conceffions. He grants it a 
< < Piint ^fPKVDKUCE^mt U emfidi in §ur nun giodDi/trpings^ 
« but in thiai9n$ Mircy t/GoD.'' f Yea, be has delivered it in 
the Form of a Thffis^ or fo)emnPo(ition,importing bis deliberate 
Judgmenr : ** By Ria/§n§f thi Unarfaintf §f pur §wn Rights^ 

•« tMufntfsj and the Hazard if Vainglory {TvTisBiMVMtA) it 
<< is a£littg the 9 AT EST Part^ to repofe §ur wbele Confidenee in the 
^< alene Mercy of God :— * Eying this enly^ and in a Manner /^r- 
^< getting our own good Defervings.'' ^ — Tbu8»theAdverfary 
himfelf, after his long and paffionac ePleadings for Jufiifieatien h§ 
Workt^huin Effed(by bis TutiJJimum eft) retraced all,and givea 
up the Favorite- Article of Poperf. For, as a learned Man f 
obferves upon it, << This bis Aflertion is direHh theRever/e to 
<* his whole Oofirine otjuftificatien.** And in this greatPoint 
truly lay the very Heart and Centre of all the chief Cootrovcr- 
iies between the Church of Reme and the Reformers. 

According to the old F&0TE8TANTs,tbere*s no fafeApproacb 
to God, but in the Rigbteoufnefs ofCHRisT imputed su^d received 
by Faith* The abfolute Neceffity of thisThey tho't rationally 
grounded on the ImpoJfsHlity of Jufti^cation by our own inbermt 
Righteoufneft : for a convincing Proof of which, they con- 
4antly pleaded the Imperfe&ion of our beft moral Attainments/ 
jand for the Evidence of 4his, they appeaPd to the wholeTenour 
of the facred Scriptures, to univerfalExperience andObfervation^ 
and to the conftaot Confeffions of good Men from Age to Age« 
TheConfeffion in our7>x/ they particularly fet an Afterifm upon^ 
and made much U/e of it to ellabli(b their Dodrine, in Oppo- 
fitton to Popery. For, while tbe Papifis dreamt of theProphet'e 
Ipeaking here in the Perfon of tbe Wicked^ thefe old Proteftantt 
conftantly aiTerted his doing it in the Name of the PJgbteous ; 
znd they conddered the Church of God as by this Confeifion 
cicpreffing a humble Senfe of their own Unworthinefs, acknow- 
ledging their abfolute Depeodance on God^s freeMercy inChrift 
.to pardon and iavethemi and, from a Confcioufnefs of the 
faulty Defers of their own Righteoufneffis^ difclaiming all Pre* 
aenfi )ns, in ConiideratioQ of any W^orth iq them, to Ju/iificati$m 
pf LifOf yea, in ReUtioQ to this End, even rejeding and defpif- 
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iag them ss/llthy Rigs. Hence that eoiinciit oM Reformer, 
Bp j£W£L, thus fpc»k$ io one of his Sermons f : ** If we ap» 
«« pear in sur mimi jfy^ii^ we muft defpair*— Let us therefore 
«< ^/ iff «i y#/«i CArf^* Let us oover us under bis Apparel,!^ 
^« Jatsh covered bimfelf under tbeCoat of bisBioiher J?/m ; and 
^</f let us prcfent ourfelves before our beavenlyjPs^ibr/?— Ana- 
logous to which are thofe Obfervations and Reafimingi of ano- 
ther excellent old Proteftant Bp Hall. 4. * ff^iorioU ms ms 
f mukanTlnng ( WE, faith the Prophet,including even himfelf) 

• and all §ur RjgbUou/nsJfiS an as filtbf Rags.^ That there it 
s an iabirtttt Juftice in us, is no left certain,than that it is wro'C 

• in us by the HolyGhoft.— But this being wro't by him ac* 

< girding u ib$ M$dtl §f far wsak RMiptf and not to the fuH 

• Power of the infinite Agent, '^^^ fr p^^f*^% as that it ca» 
« t0ar m iui before the Tribunal of God.— Nothing can for- 
f mally make us juft, but that which is pgrfta in it felf. How 
^ fliould it givi what libatb as/f Now our faA#rMiRighteoufne(s, 
a at the heft, is in this IMedifi&ivi.'- Tho' /r«#, how fliould it 
^ be p«r#, where wi cannot but be /ba/fjp f - Surely that which 

-^ UU/s tbaast •sights is faulty.-* To (ay, that our adual Juftice^ 

• which in impirfi& thrd the Admixtion of venial Sins, ceafetb 
« not to be both true and ( in a^lbrt ) pirfi^ Juftice, is to fay^ 
« there ouy be an wigufl Jtsfltci^ or a jufi Injufiia ; that even 
' muddy Water is clear^ or a leprous Face beautiful.— It mufi 

< be only under thi Gsrmait •} •wt EkUr Bntbir^ that we dare 

< come in for a BUffing : his Rigbtint/mfs made ours by Faitb^ 
4 is that we are juftified by 10 the Sight of God. ThisDofirine 

• is that which is blafted with a Tridkiiwi Curfe.— It is not the 

< Ltgick of this Point, we contend for $ it is not the Grammar % 

< but it is the Divimitf ; What is tbai whereby we ftand acquit- 
a ted before the righteous Judge 7 Whether our imbtriHtJutticCp 

< orChrift's impaiid Jutia^ apprehended by Faitbf TheDi- 

< vines of 3r#«< are for the former : AU if/i/i;aiVy with us for 

< the latter.— The fweet and paffionate Speeches of St. Auftim 

< and St. Simard alone would |U1 a Book : neither can any re» 
a formedDivine either moteMfparagi our faifr/rmrRighteoufnefi^ 
^ or more magnify and challenge the ImpuUd.*" 

And fays tbe famous Spifcopal HooKs&t in his Difcswrfg §f 
JnHificatm.l < Concerning the Righteoufaels of f ai^i]/S^«//M^ 

t At the End of his fVtrh. p. ais* 4. In hisBoofc, intitted, 
fb0 9ld^lighn.Oi^9.$. I At the £ad of bis if^^/.P«/. 
J?* 495» 496' 509. 
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« wtf cfany it not to be inbirmiir^ only we diflin^ui/b it, it a 

* Things differehC in Nature, from the Rigbteoufnefe of Jujiifi- 
« €Qti9n. We are righteous^ the one Way, by the Faith of 

* Jkrabam ; the other Way> f^xttpt we do cheWoRKs oiMfa" 

* *fl«f, we are hot ri^tpus.-^ We fee how far we are from tHe 

* ^rit&SigbtiikJn^ §fibiLaw : the little^ri»f/ which we have 
^ inH^limfsyh is ^God knowetb)CoRRVPT andUNsouKD ; we 

* put m Cmfidifui at all in it.— The Apoftle faith, God modi 

* bim U bi Sin for ut^ wbo know no Sin^ that too migbt bo madt tbo 

* Rigbtioufmfi of God in Him." Let it be counted our Folly,6r 
' Frenzy^ or Fury,whatfbeTer, it is onrCom/ort and onr Wijdom^ 
^ We care for no Knowledge in the World, but this, ThixMan 
« bathfinnidmd God bath Jiifforody Thtii God bath madi bimfoif 

* tbi Son of Man and Mm art mado ihoRigbtooafni/s of God, You 
^ fee therefore that the Church of Romb, in teachinpt Jufiificdr 

* /iV»by /ff/&#rM/Grace,doth pervbrt l/fr/TRUTH i/CuRisT.— 
*' It is achildi/b Cavil^ our AdVerfaries do fo greatly pleafe them- 

* felves wttb,exclainiing that we tread allChriftian Fortnoi under 

* our Feet, becaufe wie teach that Faith zlonejnffijliib : where- 

* as by. this Speech we never meant to exclude either Hofo or 

< Charity Uom being al way t/^ii^i, as infeparable Mates, with 
^ Faith, in tbi Man thai is juflifiedy or Works from;b(eing addod^ 
*^ ainecefTary Duties, required of every jufiifiod Man; but to 
*' ihew, that Faith is the onfy Hand which puttotb onCbrifi un(o 

< JuftificatroD, and Christ the 0111^ Garmtnt^ which, being /# 
^ put on, covereth the Shame of our defiiedNatures, hideth the 
^ Imperfedion of our Works^and preferveth us blamelels in tHe 
« Sight of God ; before whom, other wife, ihcWoaknefs of our 
« /"tfiV/ft were Caufe fufficient to make us culpable, yea, to (hut 

< us out of the Kingdom of Heaven, where nothing that is not 
^ abfolttte can- enter ! *- If any Man had a ptrfoa Faith ( as 

< the fame Author argues in another Itlace % ) what doth let, 
« why that Man fhouldnot h^ju/iified by hisoMi inhirgntKigh- 
^ teoufnels ? For Righteoufnefs inherent, being porfiSi^ will 
^ juflify.— - And Faith being perfed,— what is there to exclude 
^ other Chriftian Vertuos from the like PerfoSion f And then 
• whatiV/^^havewe of tht Rigbtion/nofsof Christ! His 
« Garmont is fuperjkions : we may be honourably €toath*dmihour 
^ ownRobtSi if it be thus/ 
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According tp the ^URiligm of Protestants, it appears^ 
ibtRighteoufnefs9f Christ impuod^ and received by Faitby ia 
eminently ( tbo^ not excluiively of habitual Righteoufnefs^as its 
infeparable Attendant, or.of adual Righteoufnels, as iu neceflary 
Con(eq\icni)thiRi(fitiiu/nlfJs of tbi.Saints^repxefentcd inScriptur^ 
under the Embleni pfwbiti Raimmt^ a wbitt andcUau Rcii,ztid 
caird the ff^edding-'Garmmt^ the Roii of Rigbuwjmfs^ the Gmr*. 
mint §/'Satvaiiin : which the God pf all Grace bath provided for 
Sinners ( JTuch as we all are by Nature, and fuch as the Saints 
themfelves muft appear, when viewed by the Eye of redora( 
Holinefs,in tbcGlafs of theLaw^ to cover thtir moralNakednefs^ 
and fcreen ihem from the Revenges of Juftice and the Laihes of 
Confcience. Tbofe oldProuflants tlio't, Mihat unlels ^epuim 
Chriji^zni covir usi with his Body and Blood as with aGarmenty 
our filthy Naktdntfs mufl appear, and nothing remain for us but 
Defpaif* They judged this clearly imply 'd in the Prophet's 
Confcffion, that all our Rigbuoujmjfet an as filthy Rags. And, 
they judg'd that in the Prophet Daniel's Prayer equivalent to 
this : VTi do not projont our SupplUations bdfon Tba for our own 
Rsghuou/mffii^ bui/or tby gnat Mercies. (Dan. 9.18.) Yea,the/ 
thought ^itfi^V Confeffion to have been but the Language, 
conflrudively at leaft, of ail other eminent Saints on Scripture- 
Record. They were wont to inftance in feme correfponding 
Speeches of Abt^abqm^ of Jacobs of 7^^ ^nd his Friends, of 
Davidj and Afaph^ and J?zra,and Nebemiah^ with others in tbo 
Old Teflamem \ fo of ^eter^ of SPj*/, of yames^ of Jobtt^ and 
qthers in the New. [ For Brevity, I omit the particular Paflages 
icfer'd to : Some of ^em have ah-eady been cited ; and the moft 
gf 'em are obvious, to thofe acquainted with their Bibles.] And 
when confulting tbeir own. Experwtce^ with that of other the 
People of God in their own Times, tbefe old Vroteftants found, 
this bearing Teftimony to the Imperfedlion of their perfonal 
Rightemfnejfei ^wiit^tx habitual or adual \ fo obligiog them ta 
make lfaiab*s donfeffion thtir own* By melancholy Experience, 
^ey perceived their Obedience daily iaterxupted and impeded^ 
by the rciifting Principle of indwelling Sin. They fa w depiorablo 
Flaws^ and Spots of Filthy in their pureft and moft indefe£tive 
ff^orks of Righteoujnefs. Nor pnly in their moft perfed Duties 
of MoraUiy faw they Occaiion to lament very faulty Imperfec- 
tions ; but complain'd too of a cenfurableWeaknefs even in thefr 
moft vigorousExercifes of Fqith ititif. WhichFaiiures of theirs 
appear'd, in the. impartial Judgment of Conicience, fufficient 
Matter of jufi Condemnation to tkem, ihi^uld a righteous God 
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mtir mti Judgmmt with his SirvoMts^ and be ftrid to mark IMr 
fiitp So that they dar'd not venture upon an Inquifition by the 
iniexible Rule of Righteoufnefa, and ftand a Trial at the Bar of 
Juftice, under the Shelter of any Kighi$9ufn$f$ of ihAr noftm 
They fiiw and confe&'d tbiiCtviring toocontraAed,toodeform'd 
and too defiled, to ferve ( by any Beauty or Virtue in it felf) 
cither to attrad theFavour of an offendedLawgiver^r to protett 
tbem from the Wrath of Him who is a confumingFire. In re- 
gard to any fuch Purpofe, they Taw and confefs'd glltbiir Rigln 
tioufntffis to be but z%fiUhi Atf^i, which the fiery Law & incenred 
Juitice of God would burn up in its defiroying Flames ; had 
they Nothing more efieflual, than their own fwnfi RtligiM^ to 
imr tbiir SinSf and niake their Perfons acceptable in the Sighc 
of Him) Whofe Eyn are as a Flame §f Pin^ and who is tifpurir 
Ejii than u hihold Inquity^ in whatever Inilance orDegree,witb« 
out infinite Difpleafure and Defeftation. Upon fuch Views of 
the Cafe, it was the Manner with thefe 9ld VntifiantSt to ftrip 
Ibemfelves^as it were» of their own ///i^G^rmiff/i, laying them at 
tbeFeet of 7(/ir/» and to put mCbrifi by Faith, fo cUatbing tbem^ 
fihes with Cbangi »/ Raimtnt^ when they bow'd their Knees be^ 
fore a holy God, and tranfaded with him in relation to the mo* 
mentous Concerns of Pardon and Jufiification. 

Truly they confefs'd themfelves afraid of giing ahuttitflahli/b 
their 9um Right eoufnefs^ or even Teeming io feek Rigbte9ufnefs as 
it were by the Works ef the Law. They faw that the Law is belf^ 
andjufti and/piritualj the Commandment exceeding breads and the' 
Demands of Divine Juftice ( whether in moral or penal Refpcfls^ 
tranfcendingall Poffibiiity of a perfed perfonal Fulfilment and 
Satisfafiion by them. They faw it above their Power, either to 
atone for their paft Sins, or to obey without Sin for the future* 
And hence, altho they knew that i/ there bad been a Law which 
eeuld have given Life^ verily Rigbteeufnefi /bould have been by tha 
Law J yet as they by Experience found the Law weak thro* tha 
Flejb^ and fe'eking to bejuftify'd by the Law but a vain Porfuit^ 
they therefore Jought t§ be jufliffd by Chrift thro* Faith in his 
Blood, and looked untojefus, as the Lord their Righteoufnefs^ zn 
well as Strength ; abjuring Self^ in every View,not only vicious 
Self, nor only civil Self, but righteous Self too, in this Afi&ir of 
Juftification before God. They abjur'd every Thing of their 
twn in Competition with Chaist, particularly as confider'd in 
his reeenciling Ofiice : utterly foregoing all their Rigbteoufnejffis^ 
as view'd under the Notion oi pacifying zni recommending Rigb^ 
teeufnejfes in the Eyes of an aflFrontcdLawgiver and juftjudge.-- 

Indeed 
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Indeed I can't find by any Hint in tbeir Writings, that ihtttM 
Protifianis allowed a Place, in this Bufinefs of ynftificat'fn^ for 
the Diftiodion fome of late have To waimly efpous'd, between a 
Ltm-Rigbmuffufs and a GBfpil-Rigbtiiufntfs of tHe moral Kind. 
Befure, fince a perfeA immaculate Obedience to the Lawj in itt 
Rigour,i8 impraAicable in this fallenScate of Mankind, they fawr 
no Colour for any Hope of Juftificacion by a ( flridly } l^gal 
Righteoufnefs of««r §wn : which, if it benot more than the very 
Papifts pretend to,yet perhaps is all that fome modtxvs ProUftants^ 
in orthodox Language, appear to renounce. And for ought I 
can obferve, neither did thefe •Id ProUftants fee at\y Room left» 
even in the mediatorial and infinitely condefcending Scheme of 
redeeming Grace,for a Claim toJukificatUn (properly fpeaking) 
by aniSvaas(//iVtf/Righteoufiief8of #ifr etunjOtU^nh •/ Right eouj" 
ntfs done in Obedience to the Gofpe! ; confidering the Sainta 
moral ImperfiSlien in their prefent State. For they faw the 
wbQle Duty of Man according to the moral Law, taken into 
the Syflem of Divine Precepts in the Gofpel, without the Abrc- 
gation of any one moral Command, yea, without any Relax- 
ation of the Severity of the moral Rule, or the leafl Abate- 
ment of Obedience in Point of Degree ; but the univerfal and 
intire Law, ( without Exception of zn Iota )z% a /i«/#of right 
Adion, abiding in full Force and perpetual Obligation ; not ac 
all maii void hy Faitby but rather eftabli/hod and enforced by it. 
And in Confequence of this, they concluded the DefeSii in the 
Saints Obedience to have the Nature of 4S/11 ; not only as being 
againfl the original Law of Morality, but againfl the Injundtions 
of the vtryGofpil itfelf ; and being thus finful, therefore needing 
Divine Forgivtnefs. In which State of the Cafe, they faw thtir 
9wn Rigbtioujnefs^ in every View of it, abfolutcly infufEci^^nt, 
by any Worth orExcellency in it felf,to ingratiate them with an 
infinitely holy and omnifcientLawgtver ; and altogether unfit to 
be confidcr'd as ay«/2//y/»^ Righteoufnefs before God, even in 
the compaf&onate and gracious Plan of the Gofpel.— But tho 
oxciiding Ricbis of tbo Graa of God in bis Kindnefs towards us by 
Jijus Cbrift^iht very Mercy of Mercies in the infinitely merci- 
ful Scheme of Man*s Salvation, tkefe old Prottflants faw, lay ia 
the Provifion of a better Rigbttoufnefs than their ovn inhennt^ 
to anfwer the End of Ju/iifcation^ and Intitlement to God's fpc- 
cial Favour, that is, the Righteoufnefs of Christ, imputed to 
Believers, and covering their Sins frcm the Eye of vindiflive 
Juflicc. Even zs David ^Uo defcnhcth ihcBieJfednefs of the A^an^ 
to whom Goo imputeth Righttoujnefs without ff^orh -, fiyine, 
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BUJfedan thtywhoft Iniquities an forgivtn^ andvah^Ji Sins art 
€9vefed. This imputed Kight'eoufnefs they held to be << the 
« mod tffcnxizl kecommindatien to Heaven*'; the only Ju/li/fing 
Righteeujnefi before God, againft the Challenges of hU Law ang 
Juftice, affronted by their Sins and Imperfedions ; and thh 
they held to be received only by Faith^ a true and lively Paithm 
They held it for Gofpel-Dodrine, «< that altho' Faith do^b ndt 
<* (but out Repentance^ Hope, Love, Dread and Fear of God^ 
*< to be joined with Faith in every Man that isjuffified ; yet it 
!« (huts them out from the Office ofjuftifying^** and fo from being 
joynM with CHKUT^sRighteoufne/s to thatEnd : they obferved, 
^< that Man cannot make himfelf righteous by his own Works, 
<< neither in Part not in the Whole ; for that were the greateft 
<< Arrogancy and Prefumption of Man, that Jntichrift couU 
<< fet up againft God, to affirm, that Man might by his own 
«< Works tah away and purge his own Sins^ and ioju/lify him' 
«< ftlf. t--' While therefore they honoured inherent Righieou/ne/s 
in its Place and in Relation to its proper Ends, they dar'd not 
exalt /i&j/ (under any Coniideration of it, whether asa JL/^^/or 
Evangelical Righteoufnefs ) to aRivalfbip with CHRiTs'sRigh- 
teoufnefs imputed^ or to aCo-partner(hip with thts^ as tbeMatter 
orGround and cbjefliveReafon oi yuftification beforeGod. Tliey 
confider'd this Righteoufnefs^ which is upon them that believo^ as a 
compleat Rote of Righteoufnefs^ perfeSly fufficieni to fecure its 
End, in point ofjuftification and Peace with God; not needing 
the moxtXRighteoufneffis of Men to be tackM to it for its greater 
Sufficiency, which are neither fitted to enlarge, nor ftrengthen, 
nor beautify it ; but rather, as thus advanced out of their due 
Place and apply'd to a wrong Ufe, they put on the Charafier of 
fithy Rags. In reference to Juftificationy thefc old Proteftants 
infinitely prefcr'd the Righteoufnejs which is of God by Faith ; 
and in this moR hciuteous white Raimentfihc Wedding-Garment^ 
they 6eCucd to be found ; as knowing, that fo they (hould be 
/^und of their Judge in Veace^ without Spot and Uamelefs. 

I think Tve now faid enough to (hew, that the commonly re- 
ceived No: ion of the Prophet's Words in our Text, as it is agre- 
able to the Judgment of Protestants, in Oppofition to the 
Popish Opinion upon ir, fo likewife agreable to the Scope of 
the Context^ juftifiable by the general Tenor of Scripture-Doc- 
trine, and applicable to excellent Ufes in the Cbriflian LifCt 
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Neverchelers, after all, it may perhaps contribute to your 
further Satisfafiioo and Eftablifhment in the genuine Protefiant 
Conftrudion of this Paflage in Isaiah, if I rehearfe to you 
fomething of that excellent Difmct of it, which was made by 
an M Pr0Uftant^ the learned Bp Robert Abbot, in Anfwer 
to one Dr. Bishop, a P9ptjb Prieft, and in Vindication of the 
celebrated Mr. Pee KINS, f 

Mr. Per KINS (in bis Book, calPd The Rt formed Catbolick) 
had advanc'd, among others, this Argument for the NeceiSty of 
imputtd Righteoufneis ; *< TChat which muft b$ 9ur Righteoufners 
*« biforeGOD^ muft fatisfy tbi Juftia aftht Law, which faith ^ 
* ' Do thefe Things and live. But there is Nothing that can Jatisfy 
«« that Jufiice of the LaWy but the Rigbteoufnefs and Obedience of 
«* Jesus Christ. Ergo. — Now under this Argument, 
<< to prove that the Rigbteoufnefs of the Regenerate & Faithful 
*< is not fuch as that it can anfwer the Juftice and Rigbteoufnefs 
<< required in theXacc^, Mr* pBR KINS altcdgcth the common 
«( Confcffionof all, indited by the Prophet Isaiah, All our 
*^ Righteoufue/s is a menftruous or defiledClotb. For if ihtRigb* 
<< teflufneji commanded by the Law be moft exqii and perfe^f^ 
*< and no Rigbteoufnefi is performed by irj, but what is by our 
<^ Weaknefs land Corruption hlemifbed and Jlained^ then can no 
*< Rigbteoufnefs of ouri fatisfy the Commandment df theZeJu;.— 
•« To which Dr. Bishop [the jR»/ii/>4 Pricft] anfwcreth, that 
*« the T^rophet fpeaketh thefe Wordi in the^erfon oftheWiCKB^O 
<< of that Nation and that Time ; and therefore that they are madly 
«« tf/>^/rW««/tf /A/RiGHTEous."-[Dr.ABBOT replies]'* Where 
*< a Man would wonder, that he (hould be fo mad^^s to imagine 
«' /i&tf/ Prayer to be made in the Perfon of u//Vi^i Men, or that 
<< wicked Men (hould make Mention of any their Rigbteoufnefs 
<* unto God ! And as for the Time, it fitteth not theAge where* 
*' in the Prophet himfelf lived ; but was prophetically written in 
«' Refpe£t of a Time long after fucceeding. He forefaw in the 
<< Spirit the Defolation of J^rtt/^i/^/n and the Temple and that 
«< whole Land ; and thereupon putteth him&lf in the Perfon of 
<< the Faithful, and maketh himfelf as one of them that 
** (hould live at that Time. This is very apparent by the Pro*- 
«« pbet's Words (v. 10.) Thine holy Cities lie Waft e, &c - This 
«* Prayer was to ferve for a^ D/V/^/tfn to theFAiTHFUj, that 
<^ then fliould be, to make their Moan unto God, and to intreat 

• 

f Def. of the J5i^/, Catb. p. 387, t^c, Witb^ 597>S98- 
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«« Mercy at his Hands. And very anfwerable to this propbeti- 
«« cal Prayer is the Prayer of the Prophet Daniel, made prc- 
«« fcntly at that Time [the Time of Jifufaltm\ adual Oerola- 
«« tion.] For whereas Mr. Bishop, to prove that the Prophet 
<« fpcakcth in the Perfon of the fVtcktd^ alledgcth thofe Words 
f ,« (v. 5 ) £tf, thou bail been angry ^ for Wi have offended^ and havg 
«< ever been in Sin: the Prophet Daniel likewife faith (Chap. 
f< 5,y,iO ) V^E have finned and committed Iniquitf, and dmi 
«« wickedly : O Lord^ Righteoufnejs belongeth unto Thee^ and unU 
«< "US open Shame : WE have not obeyed the Foice of the Lord our 
«» God^ to walk in his fVays^ ^c. And whereas he alledgeth 
«« the other Words (irai.64.7.) There is noMan that calletb upon 
«« thy Name y and (iandeth up to take hold of Thee ; the Prophet 
<< Daniel in like Manner fiith (Chap. ^ 13.) WE have not 
<« made our Prayer before the Lord our God. Both of them 
«< [Ifaiah and Daniel:] fay, WE have of ended, WE have finned^ 
<< WE have not prayed^ as ihewing: plainly that ihey fo fpake of 
*« other Men as that they implied Themfelvei alfo. The Prophet 
*« Daniei^ faith of Ww/tf^f Chap. 9.20.) that in that Prayer 
<« he confijjed his own Sins^ and the Sins of the People* Pitid 
f« why flijuld the Prophet Daniel be faid to con^e/s his own 
<< Sins, and not the Prophet Isaiah, or thofe 7«y? and Faith- 
<« {ul in whofp Pprfon Ifaiah fpake ? Nay, both the one and 
•< the other fpake out of the true Affedlion of the Faithful zi all 
** Times, who always find in ihemfelves DefeJfs and Defau'ts, 
j^' whcrtby they find juft Caufe in Confeffion of Sins to join 
♦* them/elves with other Men ; even as the Prophet Isaiah 
<< clfewhere doih f Chap. 6 5 ) Wo is me \ I am a Man of pol" 
*« luud LipSi andl dwell in the nfid/} of a 'People of polluted Lips.-* 
y We cannot doubt but that there were many fasthjulznd godly 
' y aT3ong the Jews at thatTime of theJirDcfolation : Vet in thofe 
l^^ faithful and godly there was th;it Default, as that God faid of 
*« ihcm (Ifa. <i. 18. ) There is none to guide her, among all the 
*« Soni that fhe f)ath brouzht forth." The Prophet could not fay, 
«« We have finned^ VVe have all been as an unclean Thing, wiih- 
** ouc Intendment o( him/e/f- - And th^ which fhcProphet fpake, 
*< did fo concern the J'^aithful of that Time and Place whereof 
•^ he fpake, a? that thcfaine hath true Application to the Faith- 
*^ ful if) all Times and In all Places ; becaufe no Reafon can be 
*' given, yvhy the Faithful of one Time fhould (o fpeak, but by 
" V» ihjfanie it i'jen-'orceJ upon theFaithful of a II Times.'* 

Thij?,Dr. Abbot haih fltfeweJ, '*.That the Prophet by Way 
of iVophecy indited thjsFraycr in (he N^mc of ib^ Fait/? fuLvfho 
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were to live in the Xi tioWtion of yirufalm ; that the Prayer of 
the Pro[Aet DanieU »t that Time, fully exprefleth the Effca 
of the famePrayer oilfaiab ; and therefore that it is theConfeffion 
of the FaithM and G$dly^ that their Rigbtituftufi \z Oi a ftaimd 
£ft/i&".But further, he Chews << that the ancuntFaibirt have ufed 
tbePlace for theProof thereof ;'' hereby efFedually removing the 
Prejudice againft thisConftrufiion of theText, as if it were only 
of modirn Date, a nwil Conceit of the Refcrnurs* With this 
Vicw,hc recites thatSpeech of Oa igen. •'Who witlgUry con^- 

< cein\ng bis Rigbuoufm/Sf feeing he hearethGoD laying by 

< the Prophet, Jllyour Rigbieoujmfs is ( ficut Pannus Mulieris 
« mtii^i\x^\2Si^* ) as filthy Ragi.** He obfcrves alfo, Hie&om 
faith thus, *• By thy Mercy we (hall be faved, who by ourfelvea 
f are unclean^ and whatfoever Rigbtigujkefs we feem to have, it 
« is €§mpar^d (Panno menfiruaiae Mulieris") to fihby Rags* St. 
« Austin, alluding to the fame Place, faith, < Whatibever he 

< toucbeth that is unclean, by the Law it fliall be uncltan. But 
« wi all^ quafi Pannus menftruatae, hiing c$mi $f am uncUan and 
« corrupt Mafsj do carry in our Foreheads the Bht ^f •urVncUau^ 

* mjs, which from God that feeth all Things, we cannot hide ; 
« thereby acknowledging tbat BUi nmaining in «/, which mufl 
« ntcds fiain u/batfiiVir frocuditb from ns.* But St. B£RNAai> 
« is moft frequent both in affirming this Stain of aU cnr Rights'^ 

< ffu/mfSf and in applying this Place to the Proof thereof. < What 
« can all eur Rigbtioufiufs be ( faith he ) in the Sight of . God i 
« Shall it not, as the Propbit faith, be reputed as a difiled CUtb ; 

< and fbalLnot ourjufticij if it be ftriAly judged,be fpund unjufi 

< diVidfcantV And in another Place, ^ Our baft Rigbtaufnefs 

< (if it be any) is rigbt perhaps, but not puri ; unlefs haply we 

< think our feives better than our Fatbnsy who no lefs truly than 

< humbly faid. All our Righttoufniffis anas a difiUdChtb.* And 
f in another Place he faith likewife, < All our vgry Rigbteoufneffis 
*• being looked upon by the Light of Truth, are found as a dcfitid 

* Cloth,* Again, * Our perfed and fecure Rejoycing is, when 

* we are afraid of all our fForht as holy Job witnefTeth of him- 
f felf, and with the Prophet Ifaiab do know that all our Rightg" 

< oufmffcs are to be reputed no otherwife but as a difiUd Clotb»* 

This Reply of Dr. Abbot is fufficient, I think, to vindicate 
the Protifiant Interpretation of the Prophet's Words againft the 
Cba^'ge of Novelty^ as well as Perverfion and Abufe* — * 

f Adf)ujufmodi Diffa ixplicanda, Interpnti binigno Opus ifi, 
non maligno Calumniaion^^— £pifc. OavJenant in Loc. 

Bat 
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IS as direfi on firrSide, as his Word can make him ; every where 
blazoning tbeDefeds of Pur M(;iiRigbteourners,»every where 
extolling the perfefiObedience of ^i^r Riditnur — Wo were to 
us, if not more juft in f ^0/,than fanAify'd in •urfilva. We are 
fanfiify'd in p<7r/, according to xhtfViaknefs of purRiCiit^iic.*^ 
Agreably Bp Barlow || has thefeRemarks. < Saint PbWhimfelf 
defires, when he (hould appear at God'sTribunal, to he found in 
Christ, not having his own Righteon/ni/i which is oftheLaw^ 
his inherent Righteoufiiefs of Works. — The Quaere is, what 
£tftt; he means here ?— I think it manifefl,he means the moral 
Law. • — If we confider him bofore his Conveifion, Ms evident 
he then had no Rightioyfmfs of his own : and therefore to fay , 
he means his Righteoufnels acquired by his natural Abilities 
before his Converfion [ as Popifls do ] is evidently irrational ; 
feeitig Saint Paut well knew ( and has taught the World that 
Truth) that he neither had nor could have,^^/ir#hi8Converfion, 
fo much as one good Work, much le(s a Righteoufnt/s in Rehi- 
tion to the moral Law. — Jfter his Converfion he had indeed 
a Righttoafmfs of his own ; but this imptrftSt^ and mix'd 
with finful Failings, as be fadly complains, Rom. y. 14, &c. 
This Righteoufnefs of SanSJificatien is that inherent Righte- 
oufnefs which he calls his own, -» His Righteoufnefs of IVorts 
is meanc,which was his 0U/J1 Righteoufnefs { i) Ratiom^rin* 
eipiij it was wro't by him. ( 2. ) Ratiom Subjeffi^ it was in 
him. This the Apoftle oppofeth to an external imputed Righ' 
itoufm/s :— Declaring that be rely'd only on tht Rightotujmfs 
of God thro* Faith in Chri/t ; which, to be furc, was not any 
Righteoufnefs of his own Works.*™ And Bp Barlow further 
obferves, * concerning the Reformers in England^ that in their 
Homily of Salvation^ they cite this Text, and have the following 
Note upon it, <' Saint Paul doth glory in the Contempt o\ bis 
*« own Righteoufnefs i and that he looked for the Righteoufnefs of 
*f God by Faith.*''"They alfo remark, ** As great and godly 
«« a Virtue as paith is, yet it puts us from itfelfj and remits us 
<< to Chrift, to have Forgivenefs of Sins and Juflification by him 
*« onljr 

Others moreover have obfcrv'd t by Way of Criticifm on the 
Text ; that the Apoftlc's Words in the Original are, My owa 



I! Lett, ofjujiif. p. 126, 156, — 163. ♦ Ibid. p. 116,135. 
4. See Mr. Alsop's Antifozzo\ p. 547, faTr. and Mr.^Row* 
LiN*s 7 Scr. on //i. 45. 24.— pag. a 18. 
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Righteournefi which is U ro/xt^ ( without the prepoficive Article, 
ufoilly met with in otherPlaccs) and may truly be read. My own 
Righteoufiiefs which is «/ Law ; not 0/ [ the ] Law^ as if It 
pointed particularly to the Law of A/#/#i, which is rometlmes 
call'd tbi Law^ in Contrftdiftin£Uon to xh^iGraa and Truth wbich • 
tarn h JiffiS Chrlfi : but only 9f Law^ indefinitely and in gene- 
ral I or < from Law, from a Law, from amf Law,' that God has 
given Men for a Ibv//, or eftablifli'd Meafure of right Aaion. 
Righunfmfi indeed is a pradical Conformity to the Law orRuIe 
(me is under : and fo the Apoftle h^hh •wnRifhu^ufnejs intends 
liis Adions of Conformity to God's Law, the Rule of his Obe- 
dience, whatever it was. Now, it could not be the Livitital 
Law ; for that was abolilb'd by the Death of Chriit, aad the 
Apot&t had long liv'd in the intire NegleA of that, nor ever ex- 
pefled to be recalled to theObfervance of that. It mufl therefore 
mean the Gofpil-Law^ in iu moral Precepts and pofitive Inflitu* 
tions, the only (landing revcaPd Rule, and the Law which 
lie was now under a profeiTed Subjedion to. Confequently,when 
he here fpeaks of bis §wn Righte9ufne[$ of LaWj he intends his 
perfotaAGo/pil'Riibtiou/tio/s^ ot bis fFor is of Righticu/ne/s in 
Obedience to the Gofpel-Rule, as well internal, as evternaL 
Surely he can^t mean anj bare #;r/#f M/Righteoufnefi of his own^ 
9s the 9opifis pretend. For u he now had an inward Prin- 
ciple of Righteoufnefs, which he infinitely prefer'd to any meer 
outward PraAice ; fo he well knew, that God's Law was aRuIe 
to bis inward^ zs well as outward Man ; prefcribing to theHeart 
and Confcience within, the Secrets of which God only is privy 
to, and not only to the vifible Converfation and Adion among 
Men. He knew therefore, that only an outward Appearance 
of Righteoufnefs in the Sight of Men was not xheRighteoufnefs of 
Law J which properly is a Righteoufnefs in the Sight of God* 
The Apoille muil then, in thcRenunciation which he now made 
of his own Righteoufnefs^ have Refpe£l to z Righteoufnefs which 
was in fome Mealure conformable to Law^ internal and real, not 
meerly external and apparent. Whatever Righteoufnefs was now 
(fubje£live]y) his own^ whether inward or outward, he facrifices 
all, that he might win Chrift ; he repudiates the whole from 
being the Matter of his Juflification^ and trufts in nothing that 
is bis own to recommend him to the Divine Mercy* 

And this Conflrudion of theText has fometimes been defend- 
ed by alledging parallel Scriptures,where theExprei&on»my or our 
Righteoufnefs^ mxA M^^Sm\y ^tfign a r/^/ Righteoufnefs ; not 

F coxififling 
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confiftiog bardy inExternals, but ihcludiog a Degree of inward 
Conformity and lincere Obedience to the Law of God. Here 
ProtiftMts have generally inftanc'd in Panui*% Prayer ( Chap. 
9. 18.^ and \nlfaiab*% ?tzjtt ^Cbap^ 64. 6.] in particular, at 
parallel Places ; where, the Servants: of (jod,in like Language of 
Itenunciationwith that of the Apoftle Paul^ ufe the Expreffion, 
OurRigbtiik/tuJifiMd moft evidently intend r/tf/Righteoufnefies, 
and not the outward Superficies or Semblance only of Obedi- 
ence, a meer Sceleton of Righteoufoefi, without any Thing of 
inward Subftance and Vitality* But it means fome Degree of 
that which Is elfewhere defer ibed $bi RighUoufn$ft ofG§(FsT^i^ 
awfiw, and is fometimes c2\Vd if U4 JiiliHt/s ; which ever im- 
l^ies inward, as well as outward. Conformity to the DivineRule 
4>f Obedience. 

ThePAPisT t indeed thinks perfonal Holintfs to be intended 
hy the Kigbuoufntfi of Ftutb ; which he fuppofes to mean, not 
any extrinfick,relative,imputed Righteoufnefs oianotbir^ but an 
intrinfick, qualitative, and moral Rigbteoufneb of our own ; 
caird t^e Bjgbtioufnejs of Paitby .becaufe Faiib is the vital Root 
or Principle, from whence our fincere Obedience /prings ; and 
this he imagines to be call'd tbi Rigbttoujntfs of God^ becaufe 
God is the ptimeEfficient of it, becaufe 'tis an Image of hisRigh- 
teoufnefs, and becaefe he accepts it for our Juflifiication — But 
Protestants anfwer to this, that the Manner of Expreffi- 
on ufed by the Apoflle^here, necefTarily carry's it to a different 
Senfe. He do*B not (Ay^thiRigbteou/fti/swbicb is Faitb^^t which 
is the Obidiinu of Faith ; but that wbicb is through Faiib 
ofChrifi^ tbi Rigbuoufmfs wbicb is of God bt Faith. Pbrafca 
never made Ufe of by this Apoflle in his Writings, nor any 
where elfe in Scripture, to defcribe our own inherent Rigbuouf* 
m/s i ^8 if Faiib it(c\f^ or the Fruits of Faith produced in us, 
were the very Righteoufnifs^ that is the Matter or objedive 
Reafon of our Jujlificaiion before God .* but always to point out 
XhtRightooufnt/s of Christ (not his abfolute^but his refpedive^ 
difpenfative Righteoufnefs) as the Objed which Faiib eyes and 
receives, and centres its Expectations in, for obtaining Mercy. 
The Scriptures frequently mention the Righiioufmfs which is of 
God, the Rigbieoufntfs which is thro* Faith^ but ever with a plain 
Reference to a Righteoufnefs foreign or cxtrinfecal to us 1 the 
Righteoufnefs of d/10/^/r, and not that which is in our felves ; 
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ap impuud^ and nqt ^n tnbitint Rigbteoufnefs : which i^toRigh" 
iimifntjjii the Apofile puts in ContradiftinAion to one anatber 
here and often elfe where. Whereas, the P^j/^ Glob on the 
Text deftroyscne of his Ideas, and confounds JufttficatUn with 
San^ficatUn^ which are two Things very different in theirNa- 
tmt^ have a very. diftanC Situation in the Scheme of Redemption » 
and between which accordingly the' Apofile always preferves ii ^ 
wide DiAindion, in his Difcourfes upon them. 

It baa been further remdtk'd by Pr#/^^tfa/ Writers, that there's 
a beautiJFuI GrgdatiiM in the Apoflle's Speech, of which our 
Text is a Part ; that it is evidently prdgriffive^ not in the Ten/ts 
oxAjy but the ContgnUol it. None will deny, be advances from 
the ^^ Time to the ^r#y#fiM and Protestants bold, that 
bis own RtgbUiufnifs of LaWf which he renounces in our Text, 
means that which he bad at tbo Timo of his writing this EpifUe ; 
a Cfrr^/tf* therefore, and not a y^ru;/]^ Rigbteoufnefs ; and in 
the Renunciation he here makes, they fuppofe him, as by the 
whole Tenor of bis Language be manife^ly refpeds a futun 
Time, to have a tacit Reference to the Day of Judgment. 

To this the Papist anfwers *i ** That it is but puirtk^ or 
^^ weak and impertinent, to argue from the ApofUe's varying 
<^ the Tinfi $ as if he muii needs fpeak of divers 7%/0;i,becaufe 
*^ he fpeaks in divers Tenfes f When the Truth is, that Word 
*< ( AasiTROR, or 1 account ) refpefb not his prefent Works, 
^^ but only his prefent Judgment concerning Works paf(,& done 
<^ by him while of the Jiws Religion. 'Tis ilrange, how ready 
<< Chefe Hereticks [ meaning the Reformers ] are with their 
y BlafpbimiiSyOti the flightefl: or no Occafion/' 

To which the Protestant replies, that iCspuiriU Weak- 
ne(s indeed, to miflake the main Drift of ah Argument, or to 
anfwer it with meer Quibble and Evafion, or with Calumny, as 
is done here. For the Force of our Argument do's not lie fo 
much in the Apoflle's changing the Tgnfi, in our Text, when 
renouncing his own Rigbtioufno/s^ but in his changing the whole . 
Form of Exprei&on, and fpeaking here at the pr/^/r/ Time in . 
Relation to fome /ft/nr/ Time ; which evidently imports a Re« 
nunciation of his prtjont Riehteoufnefs. — For, not contenting 
himfelf with having before faid ( ver. 7.) Wbat Things were Gain 
to me^ thojo /have cfunttdLofsfor Chrifl^ he proceeds from the ' 
paft to the prefentTime^arid rifing in hisView8,heexpreires more 
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than he had a1ready,faying(ver.8,&9.)}^tf dtubtUfs and 1 oo uunt 
ALL Things ( whether paft, or prefent ) but Lofty — and do count 
them but Dung^ THAT I MAY { hereafter ) «//« Chrifi and be 
found in him^ not having mine own Rightioufnifsj which is of the 
Law ; or, as I think ^the like Pbrafe being (o ufed elfewhere ) 
it might be read, not having for my Righteoufntfs that which is of 
Law,'-' Haw to fuppore, as the Papist do's, that the Apoftle 
is here only averting bis refolute Adherence to a former Judg- 
ment he had made,at bisConverflon from Judaifln toChrJftianity^ 
and fo but repeating in the prefent Tehfe that very fame Decla- 
ration which he bad already cxpre(s*d fufficiently in the pa^ 
Tenfc ; This, fays the Protestant, is very much to lelFen, 
if not deftroy the Beauty and Energy of bis Speech, to detraft 
from thePropriety andEmphafis of hisTerms pf Amp]ification,to 
confound his m^nifeftly different Ideas, to fmk the Meaning and 
deaden the Spirit x)f the whole, and turn the PafTage inour Text 
particularly into little better than an empty and trifling Tauto- 
logy ; when yet, in the Prote/lant View and Application of it*- 
it appears very animated and ftriking, truly rich in Senfe and nemr 
in irs Contents.— Betides, as the Apoftle here, by thewho/e^ 
Afped of his Language, Undoubtedly had in his Eye the future, 
Internal Judgment and final Refult of Things, it carry's the Face 
of extream Abfurdity, to fuppofe him, after fo long a Couife of 
Worki of Righttoujhefsy in Charadter of a Cbriftian and inQuality 
of an Apoftle of Cbrift, exprefling now with fo much Soleihnity . 
his Defire that he might not go out of the World a meer JiW^ 
and renouncing only the Hope of his being found at laft in bit 
Pharifaical Righteoufnefs \ After fo many Years of Gofpd-Pro- 
feflion and Miniftry, how unreafonable do's it look, to fuppofe^ 
that when he is reprefenting to his Cbriftian Friends tiie prefent 
Ground of bis Truft for Juftification before God, what Righti' 
aufmfs it now is or is not bottom'd upon, he fhould in the renun- 
ciative Part of his Declaration recur to an antiquated Pretenfion, 
a meer imaginary ygwi/h Righteoufnefs, which he bad long ago, 
relinquifh'd ^ or at moft, only fpeak of a meer external Righte- 
oufnefs under the Gofpel? Truly, if it be not a Gofpel- Righte- 
oufnefs, inherent and real, that he means here by his Ri^hte^uf' 
nejsof Law^ it feems, he can have no rational confiftent Mean- 
ing whatever. If this be not what be now calls hit own, then we 
muft fuppofe him here only to renounce that wbich is no Righ- 
teoufnefs at fill, but is at bcft only a Jifelefs Image, falfely wearing 
the Name. For, if he had now had nothing beyond a m^cr/;if/ir- 
ntil Conformity to the Chrifiian inftitution.his Religion had been 

^ ■ ftill 
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fiill as vain,a8 when zjiwijh Zealot ; hisRighCeourners hadfcarce 
exceeded the Righteou&efs of Saul the Phariree,and all his reem- 
ing Righteoufnefs had indeed been but a plaufible Cover of real 
VnrigbMufnefs. Whereas, in Fad, he now was and for a great 
while had been a fincere Chriftian and a diftinguiih'd Minifler 
of Jesus : yet neverthelefs he even now declares, after a long 
Series oi upright and eminent ProfefEon and PraAice, as well as 
when he firft commenced a Believer,that he utterly diftrafts every 
Thing of bh eUfn^xh point of Worthinefs therein, to procure 
him Favour with his'righteous Judge ; that he flill renounces all 
Pretcniiori to>ny fuch inherent Righttou/ne/s ^29 might embolden 
him to prefent brmfelf, with a Claim on that Score alone to be 
reputed jufl'and unhtameahU in /i^0//«///, before the Judgment-Seat 
ofGod, which nowhehas inProfped. But going out of hinrifelfjand 
looking beyond his own Righteoufnefs, he cafts his Eye to Jesus^ 
and aflertf his Dependance on him to fecure his final Happinefs : 
declarihjg he 4efires to be founi in ^//M,thatGod might viewbiBi 
in and thro' the blefTed Mediator, the Lord his Right $$ufnif5y and 
not view him as he is in himfelf^ at prefent an imperfed,. impo- 
tent, fCfr/ZrWil^tfff (as he elfewhere defcribes hisCafe) by reafbn of 
Sin dwelling in him, and to continue fuch till the Period of hia 
dircipHnary State ; nor Confider him meerly in CharaQer of a 
moral Agent and accountable Creature, to be dealt witii on- the 
Foot of bis own Obedience, and judg'd in Stri^lnefs aic^ordjng 
to Lawy to be try'd according to the £xa6lnefs of the mor^l 
Precepts even of the Gofpel- Revelation, and to have bts own in-r 
hereot Rigbteoufnefs^ that which is of Law (and not that which it 
§f Godby Imputation) regarded as the Rule and Reafon of the 
Judgment to be pafs'd upon him. No» he wou'd not for t^ 
World, for a thoufand Worlds, have the juft and almighty Judge 
defcend from Heaven, in flaming Fire,to take Vengeance on them 
that obey not the Gofpel^ and find him with no better Rigbtioufneft 
upon him^ than his own fublimefl moral Righteoufnefsyto recom- 
mend him roMercy in that tremendousDay. For,as he was now 
confcious of his being not already perfeSf^ nor indeed expeded 
ever to attain it while in this mortal State, fo he well knew that 
an im^^r//^ Righteoufnefs, fuch as his own, cou'd never abide 
the Teft of fevere Law^ cou'd never bear a critical Scrutiny by 
iht exad Rule of Morality laid down in the Gofpel ; and there- 
fore that he cou'd not ftand in the Judgment^ if try'd according to 
the Stridnefs of hismoral Obligations, a« a Man, or a Chriflian. 
Now, fays the ProteJIaniy if this was theCAfe with the great Saint 
/'tfft/ himfelfy what Prefumption and FoHy muft it be in any of 
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inferiour moral Attaiaments, to look for Juftification beforcGod. 
in Virtue of their own Righteoufneft ? 

Let vain-glorious Papists delude and flatter themfelves with 
the pleafing Idea of a prckntPirfi^ion in their o wnRighteoufnefi, 
** an abfiluti Juflice in themfelves ( as they fpeak } free from all 
<< Infefiton of Sin, clear of all polluting Defeds,'' conftltuting 
them fufficiently rigbueus before God, in the judiciary Senfe, 
making them amiable and acceptable in his Sight, and leaving no 
Occaiion for afuperadded im/)fr/A/Rigbteoufiiels.!— This imagi« 
nary Perfefiion and Sufficiency of Inherent Righteoufhefs the 
Reformers and their Followers have ever exploded, << as an 
^^ idle Dream, a Pilagiau Whimfy, a drunken Fancy ( asBp 
^* Abbot fpeaksf } contrary to Experience, coiitrary to Con- 
*< fcieqce,contrary to our ownConfeffions to God, and contrary 
** to the Word of God. — There's none but unpirfiff Ptrfii^im 
'< iiere" ( fays be ; meaning an Univerfality of Graces, but all 
delinquent in their Degree of Vigour and AAivity, and Manner 
oFExpreffion) *' None but what leaves us in Cafe to be call'd 
<' ivil: of common and original Uncleannefs there's That yet 
<^ fticking, for which Chrift may fay to us, as he did to his 
*' jtpoftles^ YE being evil. To affirm Man now to be in him* 
^^ y^^ ju(l and clean in the Sight of God, is to juftie Christ 
** out of his Place, who is the Lord our Rigbteoufmfs. It is to 
** defeat the Work of God, by whomj^^ i$ madeunt$ us Rigb'* 
^^ ieoufmfi* — Not but that we alfoby him do work Righteouf- 
** nefs, according to theGrace given us $ h\xt this Righteoufnels 
** is, thro* our Corruption and Frailty, too weak and bafe, to 
f * tiztii before God, for us to be faved thereby. — But Paitb it 
^* our Comfort ; — that as Jacob received the Bleffing and Inher 
'< ritance in the Apparel of Efau^ his elder Brother, to whom 
'^ the fame did propexly belong, fo we receive the BIcffing of 
^* God, and are accepted unto eternal Life, in the Garment of 
«* the Righteoufncfs of Christ, by ^(s//^ in him.-*- It's our 

V Safety, that /^/i overfhadoweth the Errour of our Works, that 
^< this covereth our Imperfe£tions, which difgrace and blemifh 
«* all our Rtghteoufnefs. What have we to cover and hide the 

V fame, but the Hecce of the Merit of Jcfus Chrift V* 

Well therefore might the Apofile (and Proteftants after his 
£;cample) fo ardently breathe after Christ, and cxprefs bia 
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earneft Expefiation andDeiire to htfoundin HimyMmicA to him, 
interefted in hiin» poirefs'd of him, covered with him, hid in his 
Wounds, invefted with the <* Purple Garment of Redemption 
<< bis Blood," and enwrapped in that long, large and rich 
Cloke of the Redeemer's Righutu/mfs^ thro Faith in him.— In 
Confequence, well might the Apoflle ( and we after him J com- 
paratively defpife all his own beft Attire of inhgnnt Righteoufneis, 
in Refpe^ of that fuperlatively excellent Robe of impuUd Righ- 
teoufnefs, and with Relation to that great Concern of hjs obtain^ 
ing Mercy in the great Day. Well might he defire to be found, 
at tbatDay,ii#/ having for bis Rigbieoufnefs that which is $f Law ; 
this being in ftri£l Law-Confideration but imperfed, and on a 
Trial by Law utterly infufficient to juftify him. Though truly 
valuable in the Apofile's ( and fo in the Proteftant's } Judgment, 
for it's Divine Original, for its excellent Nature, and for its 
Ufefulneis to its proper £nds,and altho' highly efieem'd as a Part 
of the Salvation which is by Cbrift,as one of the precious Benefits 
of his Purcfaafe, and an elTential Reqqifite to future Happinefs in 
the actual PofTeiEon and full Enjoyment of him ; yet this perfonal 
Rjgbteoufneis being at prefent but imptrftSlly attained by the in* 
fpir'd Apoftle himfelf, he dares not confide in it for a fafeAppear- 
ing before the dread Tribunal of infinite Juflice, but defires and 
hopes to be found under a more fure and effectual Covert. Not 
that he wifli'd xohzuncUatbtd^xn point of Sanctification; but only 
to be found cktbed upon^ with a fuperiour and more effectual 
Righteoufnefs than his own, in Point of Juflification. 

He well knew both ytfff/?//y/xr^ Righteoufnefs ^nd ju/lifyifig 
Righteoufnefs to be in their feveral. Places, and for their feveral 
Purpofes, of infinite Importance ; the former to give him a 
Meitmfs^ and the latter, to give him a Title to be a Partaker of 
the heavenly Inheritance. While therefore he follows after Ho-^ 
iittifs^ aa of fundamental moral Obligation, and in the Nature of 
Things a requifite Preparative for pofTeffing and enjoying the In- 
heritance; yet neverthelers,as knowing his prefent Attainments to 
be very defedive, and confequently in the Reafon of Things im- 
poffible to be his juftifying Righteoufnefs before God, he founds 
no Claim of Right upon it, in Virtue of it's own Worth, but in 
this View renounces it altogether. He defires, he mayn't be 
found having for his Rigbteou/nefs that which is of Law^ bis own 
moral Righteoufnefs only, to guard and recommend him at the 
awful Day he has in Profpeft ; butxbat he might be found hav- 
ing on him a morefufficient and compleat Armour of Righteouf- 
ncfs, even that which is by Faith, the only effectual Ccver to bis 
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S//1/9 and die^onlyfure Defenrative from xht tFraib t$ ctmii 
To this final Iflue of Things,theApoftIe is generally tho't to have 
pointed his Eye, in the Words before us. And under fuch a 
Profped, he has been tho't by Proteftants to fpeak fo diftruft ful- 
ly and difparagingly of his own imperfeA Rightioufnefs ; apply- 
ing to it even the depreciating Name of Dun^^ as being unwor- 
thy the Cbara£ler of ^juftifying Righteoufnefs, and of no Suffici- 
ency in it felf to intitle him to the fpecial Mercy of God. 

Tho indeed his thus under- valuing it has alfo been fometimes 
accounted for in another Way ; by fuppofing, he might reafon- 
ably difparage it as view'd in a iomparative Light. He might 
dcfervedly reproach his own Righteoufnefs, as being but Dung 
and Filthy in Comparifon of the fupreme and infinite Righteouf- 
nefs of God : fince we read, Thgre it none holy as the Lord ; yea 
it is written. There is none good, but one, that is God. Behold, the 
Heavens are not clean in his Sight : the brighteft Star above is 
eclipsed by his fuperiour Glory, and appears but as a Lump of 
Dung and Impurity. — So he might juftly call it by this difgracing 
>}ame, in Compare with the iiliiQaculate and indefe6live Obe- 
dience of the Man Jesus, that holy and juft One.-— In a Word, 
(to omit other Comparifons jbe might, byReafon of thePollutions 
cleaving to his pureft Gofpcl-Righteoufnefs, while in this World 
of Imperfection, reprefent it under fo derogatory an £mblem^ 
in Refped of the Glorjf to be reveai'd in him, and }h Compare 
with the fupereminent Holinefs and finlefs Perfc3ion of Saints in 
the Re/urreff ion- State. Hence that Obfervationof Austin, a 
celebrated Father \{InComparatione Refurreffionisillius^Sitxc^xt 
efl tot a ifia Vita quamgerimus^ &c.) *« That all the Life which 
we live here, /. e. all the Righteoufnefs of this Life, is but 
Dung in Comparifon of iheRe/urre^ion ; that if a Man mea« 
*^ fure himfelf, what he is now and what he (hall be tben,he will 
<< find This which now is, to be but Lo/s2Lt\d Dung in Compa- 
<< rifon of That-'' Ifuppofe, as Juflin here plainly alludes to 
our Text, he might naturally enough be led into this Illuftration 
upon it by fome remarkable PaiTagcs in the following Context ; 
where theApoille throws a comparative Slight on all his paft and 
prefent moral Attainments, and declares, that forgetting every 
Thing behind^ he only looks forward , preiSng towards the Mark 
and breathing after the Perfe£licn and Glory he hop'd for at the 
Refurrt^iion of the Juft.— Now, taking the Text in any fuch 
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comparative Light, where is the Impmdmi of Proteftants, where 
^e BUi/pbemy, ox vfhcte the Ji/urdity they aretax'd with by 
their Advcrfaries, for undcrftanding and applying the Apoftlc'a 
Words asfpokenofhisrealChriftianRighteoufnefs ! 

But ftill the Popish Writers, I find, renew the Charge upon 
us, profecute it in fundry Particulars, and urge it with fome new 

' Enforcements : which it may be worth while to take a diftinft 

Confideration of, tho as briefly as I well can.-Let it be obferv'd, 

(i.) The forcmention'd Popifb Piieft Dr. Bishop's moft 

plaufible Plea is, t " That inherent jR/^A//«0i///, beingGoD's 

. «< Gi/t^ is of it ielfpun^ and has fufficicnt Virtue in it feif to the 
<< £«</ for which it is given, the making z tAsui rigbteous.'*"^ 
However ,[to this thcPaoTEsTANT makcsRepIy j that ihlsEnd^ 
taken in hsmpral View, is but imper/iSfly attain'd at prefent, by 
the largeft Partaker of the Gift of fan£tifying Grace : and for that 
Reafon, it is impoffible, inbertnt Righteoufnefs (hould reach this 
Endy taken in it's forenfick or relativi Notion ; but in this View 
'tisfecured to us only by animpM/^JRighteoufnefsjeven that which 
is of God thro Faith. It is/^/i, that the Apoftle intends in the 
Pla<;p alluded to, where he mentions the Gift tf Rigbtseu/ng/s ; 
and he dcfcribes it, the Gift by Graciy which is by om Man^ J^fus 
Cbrid. (Rom. 5. J He calls \itbi Rightt^ufnifs (/One, tbt Obe^ 

*■ diifice 0/On£ : and informs us, that it's by this we obizin Juflifi" 
nation of Li/tt by this we are madi righteous^ u e. in the forenfick 
or relativeSenfe. In this Law-Senfe our ownObedience can never 
conftitute usrighteous before God ; becaufe it is in it felf at heft 
but an imperfeA Conformity to the Rule of Rigbtgou/mjs ^znd is 
attended with a depraving Mixture of U/ir/g;i&/«0fr/if(/i andpofi- 
tive TranfgrciEons of the Law. Bp Abbot obferves,concern- 
ing inherent Righteoufnefs, 4. ^ Though it be purgj of it felf, 

< and in the Work of God, yet itis fiiied in the Puddles of our 

< Corruption,and receiveth a Blemifli by our crooked and unto- 

< ward vftngoi it ; and is neither ^/v/n to that End, nor is frffi^' 

* cienty to yield us Juji if cation in the Sight of GoD.'— And to, 
mention fome correfpondent Obfervations of another excellent 
Divine, ' By Reafon of the L^u; 0/ 5/ff, which is always mov- 

* ing & defiling, EvU is mixed with all theC^^i wedo,infomuch 

< that there would be a fP^o and a Curfg to all our gracious Ads, 
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• if ftriaiy cxaminM. — There's Droft and Sin fn every hofy 

• Duty, inromuch that this Apoftle cries out of himfelF,Ofi;r»/ri&i 

< id Man that lam /— The PUJh foils and debafes our holieft 
« Duties : Ms as Mud call into i pure Stream, or Poifon min- 

• glc'd with Wine.-- Every Duty of t)urs needs the Mercy of 
« God to forgive k's Imperfeftions. — God is not only angry 

< with grofi Sins, but dil^leasMat theim^^r//^[£xercifeoftbel 

• Graces of his People, fRev. 3. 2.) — For this they are fubjed 

• to divers CbaJiiftmiMs.. And henee they groan under their 

• ImperfeAions.— Hereby the godly Man is made to go out of all 

• hisGraces and hisDuties[in Point of Dependance upon ^em for 
« Juflificationlani calls his wttyRightioufmfs a menftruousl{<i;.— 
« So the Prophet IJaiah of old complain'd ( Chap, 64. 6. ) All 

• our Righuoujnejfes are as filthy Ragr, Not only thcitUn^/gbti^ 

< os/fnejpSi but their very Righieoufiiejis were as filthy Rags.'-" 

< Becaufe of the Pollution cleaving to our beft Duties it is, that 
« Ptf fir/ judgeth them />0ff; and />r^,comparatively to Chrift's 

< Righteoufnefssand in Reference to Juftification. PbiL 3. 8/— 
This may fuffice for Anfwer to the firft Objedlon. 

Cardinal Bell arm INE advances fome others more 
dire£lly level'd againft the Proteftant Opinion upon our Text ; 
and repeatedly charging it with Blafphemy, as well as Abfurdity 
and incredible Pride^ he urges the Accufation with Vehemence 
and expofiulates the Cafe, in a Variety of plaufible, but weak 
Pleadings and abufivelnfinuations; which Ifhall nowconfider. 
The Objeftion he begins with is indeed fomething coincident 
with that already reply'd to : yet being fet in a little different 
Light, I (hall not pafs it, but allow it a diftinA Confideration. 
Let it then beobferv'd, 

{7j) 'Tis objected, that this very Apofile, who is fuppos'd in 
OUT Text to renounce his evangelical WqxIls of Righteoufneft, 
do*s elfel^bere dignify and applaud fuchWorks^by intitling them 
the Fruit of /^^Spirit : and therefore he can't rationally be 
fupposM to ftigmatife the very fame Works with the difhonoura- 
ble Name of Dung ; but it muft be blafphetneusy to make fuch a 
Suppc-fition. ThcCARDiNAL*s own Words are, ** ^anta^ 
*• qj^fo^ Blafphemlay &c. /. e. How great, I befeech you, is the 
<« Blafphemy^ to call by the Name of DuN6,thofe very Worki, 
*^ rpringing from Faith and the Grace of God, which this fame 
«« Apofilehimfelf (G?<2/. 5.) caH8thef>«//f ^//A^Spirit ! Are 
<* then the Fruits of t^e Spirit indeed DuNt> !'* {de Jufilf. p. 96.) 
l^o this the Prete/lant makes Anfwer ; *Tis a vain andimpo- 
tent laiaif, tha: has no Fuundatio^n to fupportit^ but meer Mif- 

take 
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take or wilful Mifrepreftntation of our Opinion. For as a wor- 
thy Wriccr,of the Church of Satland f , has noted, what we hold 
is only to this Purpofe : < Tho our perfonaj Righteoufnefs be 

< giidf yet in the Matter of 7»^/]^f«//oii before God we muft lay 
^< it afide, and betake o^r felves folely to the Righteoufnefs of 

c Christ, and feek to be found in him alone. To account our 
' ^wn Righteoufnefs, comfifting in our Obedience to the Law, 

< to be DuNO, as VaulA\6^ in the Bufinefs of Juftificatiou^ is all 

< that we plead for/ And as a judicious Divine of our own ob« 
ferves 4.; \ Every true Believer doth iincerely deftre to be found 

< in a Rigbtioufnif$ which is according to tho Law of God, and 

< to bi full of good Works ; he would be fan6lified throughout^ 

< perfediy conformed to God's Holy Will, he makes it 
« fais Study every Day to livi to Gody and defircs to be 
^ found fo doing when he ftall be fummon'd to appear before his 

< Judge : But he hath no Mind to be found in it as his Trujf^ 
« his RiliancOj that which he would be tried iy^ and ftand or fall 

< according as it (hall be found. Chrifl doth by his Spiri^in- 

* fufe an Holioefs and Righteoufnefs into his People, yet this is 

< not the Thing we zrojufiify'd by or for : for that which is 

< imporfodf^ tho it may be acceptable in a Way of Graa and 

< fpity^ y^ it cannot juftify in a Way of Law and Equitf. The 

< Sentence therefore of y«/?i^ctf/fMi muft needs proceed from a 

* Rigbteoufne(s which wo never performed.— The Apoftle iii 

< our Text and Context is treating of Jufiification ; and in Ref- 
c ped of that,' he refolutely difpifos every Thing of his own.*-" 

< From that ( fays a valuable Lay- Writer f ) he removes all 
^ Things^ but Christ and his Rightooufmfs^ not admitting his 
^' own Graces to be the Matter of it. Even our inherentGraces 

< ( how precious (bever in SanHification ) muft not ailbme the 

< royal Seat of Christ and his Riji^htioufm/s : They mufl not 

< be our very Righteoufnefs in Jufiification. Bellarminr 
« indeed here crieth out, ^anta^quajfo, Slafphemia eft 1 How 
« great is this Blajphtmy^ to call good Works, done from the 

• Faith and Grace of Chrift, no better ih^nDung ! But Parje- 

< us anfwers him very well, that they arc notfo calPd abfolute^y 

• in rhemfelves,but comparottvtly to|heRighteoufnefs ofCHRisT: 

< Nefas enim ducit in ullis OperibusFiduciam Ju/lificationis ponere 
« coram Deo, In the Matter of Jufiification the vi^hole Church 
ti ■■ ■ I— ii^— — — — — i I I 

f Broun, Life of Juftif. p 460, 461. 4. Willard, 
Brief Dijc. of Jufiif. p. 15,66.68. f E. Polhjll, Efq; 
Anfw. to Dr. Sherlock* p. 36oj«-363. » 

G 2 calla 



'48 7^ Saints united Cmfeffionl 

ctWsYiexRighteoufnefiZ filthy Rag I SuVaul will noitbin 
know his own inherent Graces, no more than^^^ would kfiow 
his own Souh*"' ( Job 9, 21 ,)— Further, fays Dr. Barlow, 
a Bifliop of the Church of England 4. <^When it is objeded,tbat 
St. Paut would not ( nor truly cou'd ) call his own inherent 
Righteoufm/i^ or evangelical Obedience, Lofs and Dung ; the 
Anfvirer is eafy and evident. For, j. That his §wn Rightgittf- 
»(/} (^of which he fpeaks) con{ider'dtfjy^/«f//y, and in it felf^ 
neither truly could nor was (by him } fo called. But, 2. At 
theGreekScholiafts obferve (and 'tis evident by the Text ) he 
counts thofeTbings he fpeaks of, Lq/s & Dung^ K%r» avyy^iow 
and comparatively ; in Relation and Comparifon to our bieiied 
Saviour and his Righteournefs. His Meaning is not^ that he 
defired to want or lo/e his inherent Righteoufnefs ; buc only not 
to have it, to that End and Purpofe,to trujl in it,and rely upon 
it, for hi6 Jufiification before God.' # 

Thus, it appears, that it's only infome fucb limited Senfe, the 
Proteftanti fuppofe the ignominious Name ofDung apply'd by the 
Apoflle to his own Gofpel-Righteoufnels :.and not JimpiyyOt in ai» 
dbfolute and indefinite Manner, as our Popijh Adve'faries abu« 
fively reprefent our Conftrudion of the Text, in order to fafici>^ 
upon us the imputation of Blafphemy. But furely it can't be 
jt)Iarphenung the HolySpirit, to follow his own OiAates in the 
infpir'd Scriptures^ which every where teach us the Imperfection 
of the Saint's Graces and Works, exclude them from being the 
Matter of ouxjuflifying Righteoufnejs^ and proclaim it the fole 
Prerogative of Chr isx's Rightcoufncfs, by Grape imputed and 
by Faith rcceiv'd, to tS^di Jufiification of Life. What Blafpbemf 
f;an it be, to fay, that the Graces of the Spirit are ineffeSual 
to an Eniiy which hehimfclf declares them never defign'd {ox i 
Or, Where is the Bla/phemy of (dy'in^^ that the Wifdom of God 
having (ecn fit, xhtSanSiifi.ation cftheSpirit (hould be incompleat 
in the prefent Life, therefore * * Nj racer Man fince the Fall is 
f ' able in this Life perfectly to keep the Commandments ofGod, 
*« bur daily doth break them inTho'r, Word, and Deed ?" That 
cur very Jtxercjfes of Grace are tindtured by the remaining Cor- 
ruption of our Nature, and all our Works carry the debafing 
Markof hummFrailty and fmperfedion ? ^' For fasBpABBOT 
V/cil obfcrves J ) aitho* in their QnginaU which is the Spirit 
of Gop, they ocpu'^e and cleanf yet as Water, tbo' clear in the 
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Fountaiuy gathereth Uncleanneft from tbe Cbamul wherein it 
runneth, fo the fForis $f Grace ymought in us" [not the immedi- 
ate- Infufions of the Spirit i or the feminal Principle of Grace 
tbtfmreivcs, confider'd abfira£llyy but only taken together with 
their recipient SuhjiS^ and confider'd as exifting and operating 
ixpithin u$ J <^ do receive fome Taint of the Corruption of •up 
Nature, thro' which they pafs." 

Our Graces and Virtues are indeed the Fruit 9ftbi Spirit : 
but then it is to be obferv'd, neither are they the very Spirit 
bimftlf\ nor is hit Influtna^ in the Produdion and Aquation of 
them, at all derogated from, by applying this Name of Reproach 
in our Text to the inherent Rightmfmfi of Saints, f For, tho' 
he is iht primi Efficiint^ by implanting, preferving, exciting and 
ai&fting the Principles of Grace and Virtue in us ; jTet he is not 
tht immidiate formal Agtnt^ in the Exertment and Exercifcof 
them. Tho' we are call'd the Temple of the Holy Gb$fi^ and 
'^tis begivitb us to believe,to repent,and obey ; nevertbelefs there 
being no fuch Unity ot Perfons between Him and us, as that Hi 
Ihduld be faid to ptrform thefe very Adions himrelf,it muft there^ 
fore be only We that do them, under his fpecial Influence. And 
liowever pure, however perfe£l the Principles of Operation, as 
infus'd by the Divine Sandifier, yet as they adually exift and 
exert themfelves in the human Subjedf^ they are but imperfefi in 
their Degree of Vigour, and defedive in their Manner of afiing^ 
thro' the Reiiftance of the Flejb ; and this << breathes fome dif 
taileful Quality upon our very befl and pureft Works, for which 
we have Need to afk Pardon at God's Hands." 'Tis a known 
and approved Maxim in the Schools, ^icquidrecipitur^ recipitttr 
ad Modum Recipientis* So the Grace of the Spirit received by 
us, is onIy( as ^^Hall has exprefs'd \t)according to tbe Model if 
eur weak Receipt ; and ourExertments ofGrace are but according 
to the inferiour Manner of human Adion,in this imperfed State 
of our lapfed Nature : fo that *^ all our Works favour of our 
earthly VefTels/' But we look for Perfe£lion in the con^g 
World.-- Thefe Confiderations, I think, fufficiently vindicate 
the Proteftant Senfe and Improvement of our Text, from the Im- 
putation of Blafphemf* 

I (hall but add here : as unwilling as I am to make Ufe of Re- 
tor/ton in an Argument of this Nature, yet I can't forbear men- 
tioning how free fome of tbe old Reformers were to return this 
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cidtotti CftmiBatioOy ^ tbetr Comroverfies with the Papists : 
«i4iofe Dodrine tf Jwfiifcatkn by inbtrintGrauyXhty charge with 
BJafpbemf^ ai it ftrikes ac the facMdPrerogacivc of Christ to.be 
marRigbifufaifs^ and thrufts btm out of one of the moft emincat 
Charaders of Honour be ftiftauss^in theGofpel-Plan of Redemp- 
tion. Thu8» Dr.WiJLr BT, chat ancient and famous Defender of 
lheReformation,didn't fcruple to drop fuchRefledions as thefe. % 

* Bitlarttdm {ia^bt) deni€th,tbat we are jufitfied formall/ by 
^ the Rigbfeodbefs of Christ, but aflerts it to be by •ur §wu 

* Rigbseoufiiefs inherent in us. This is a great Blafphtmy^ and 
< contrary to the Apoftie, JPM/. 3. 9.'' — And again, << To iay^ 
^ that a Man by u)orking well, even of the Grace and Gift of 
^ God, ujuftifiUfVi to make the Death of Christ needieft and 

* in vain* IVbat greater Blafpbimy^ than this !'' 

' {3.) The Papist f ftill profecuting his Argument, obje6b a 
^« How do's the Uefled ApoAIe f/tfr;,raying (2 Tim. 4.} Ibtvg 
^^ fffugbt ibi^oid Figbt, 1 bavifini/hti the-Cnirfi^ I bavi itpt tbi 
<* Faiib : Htnaforib tbgre it laid up f^ me a Crown^ &c. But 
^ ought (o great aa Apoftle to gkn thus of that which isDuNof 
True, re^ei the Protestant, he rcflefis with a facred 
PleaTure on thefe Things in iiis paft Experience ukd Practice : 
but we muft expound what he (ays here,in a juitConfi&enoe with 
vhat he has faid elfewhere ; particularly in G«/« %• £•, 2I» 
*^ I am crucified with Chrift : Nevertlieleis I live $ yet not I^ 
*< but Chrift iiverh in me ; and the Life which I now live ill 
^< the Fleih, I live by the Faith of the &>n of God, who loved 
^* me and gave himfelf for me. 1 do not fruftrate the Grace «f 
<< God : for if Righteoufneis come by the Law, then Chrifl is 
^ dead in vain." From this we learn, thatas F^/^AiaCHRiiT 
wahis governiogPrinciple^fo ibiHoptc/Rightau/ne/s^nowm hk 
View, was from CHEiiT,and not from the Law. Had he f^gbi 
ihi gocd Fight ? It mufl be remembered, it was thi gOQd Figbt 9f 
Faith. Had he fini/h*d the Courfe ? It muft alfo be remem* 
bor'd, he ran the Race fet before him, loeking unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finiflier of his Faith. Had he kept the Faith t 
This may intend the internal Principle^ as well as the exteriuil 
Do£lrine, fo denominated. Had he a Crown in View ? He cafi« 
pe£^ed it as the End $fhis Faith, whereby he had believed unU 
Rigbteeufnefsy and fo to everiafling Life. — The Apoftle wasnow 
in the high Exercife of that Paitb^hy which the Juft d$ /iv^,botb 
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in a relative and qualitativeRefpeA^and whichGod has appointed 
the fpecial Medium in the Hand of the Spirit f6t the Application 
of RedemptnDn,that nt> Flefll (hottld gleiy in his Prefence. As it 
is written. That Gti might bi juA^and the yu/lifier of him which 
heiiivefi in Ji/uf* Where is Boafting then i It is ixcludid. B/ 
what Law f That of Works f Nay, but by the Law of Faith. 
The Chriftian therefore is to know none but the Triumphs of 
Faith : and thefe are but bumble and ftlf-abafing Triumphs, 
Triumphs in Christ, and not inourfelves. Faithhm its 
Nature a ftlf- denying Grace, powerfully counter-ading a /iri/'- 
righteous Spirit in every Form of its Appearance,fupprei&ng every 
f elf- applauding Thought^ and difpofing us to have our Eyes ever 
towards the Lord, beholding the Lamb of God. looking for thtf 
Mercj of the Lotd Jefus Chrtft unto eternal Life : — This very 
Apoflle, tho' fo vaftly excelling in Gifts, Graces, and holy Ser- 
vicer, yet was fenfible he had not whereof to glory before God^ any 
more than Jbraham : and under the Influence of Faith^ he did 
hvLtgloTf in the Lord ; not in himfelf, not in his intelledual En« 
dowments, not in bis moral Attainments. God forbid ( fays he) 
that 1 Jbould glory ^ fave in the Crofs of our Lord Jefus Cbrift f 
Cbrift and his Obedience unto the Death was the ObjeA of his 
Dependance and the Matter of his Glorying. In refpe£l of this, 
he undei^valu'd and renounced every Thing of his own. Such was 
his Humility, he named himfelf Less than the Least ofallSaintSm 
Cou'd he reduce himfelf lower ! Nay, he exprcfsly denominates 
himfelf Nothing ! But how is this? It can't be underflood^ 
he is (o/tmply and abfolutely ; but comparativtly and in fome r^• 
fpeffive Senfe. It muft mean, he is NOTHING in point of 
fighfeous Self, NOTHING in point of RivaKhip with Chrift» 
NOTHING in Comparifon of Cbrift, NOTHING in himfelf 
abftradedly fromChrift,who is his Righteeufnefs and Strength ^nd 
Life and jfll, — Now might he not as confiftently account his 
own Righteeufnefs^ that which is of Law, to be Dung, as account 
himfelf to be Nothing ? For was he not in Faft Something, in the 
Senfe of the Word as he ufcs it fometimes ? Was he not indeed 
a Man in Cbrift, an Apofile of Cbrift, an eminent Image of the 
Son of God, fiird with the Spirit, enrich'd with Divine Know- 
ledge, and abounding in every good Work ? How then could 
he pronounce himfelf NOTHING ? Why,juft in the fameSenfe, 
with the fame View, and from the fame Spirit and Principle, as 
he calls his own Righteoufnefs by the Name of Dung, Both 
Expreffions confpire to illuftratc 5c verify his chofen Motto, By 
GRACE through FAITH. 

But 
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But now» 

( 4.} TbePAPisT (alluding ftill to % Tm. 4. I2.) further ex-^ 
poftulates, << What Cruwn iflUgbtau/Mi/s is owing to tfaat which 
*^ 18 Dung ! Or who is that ri^i&/«0«i^W^/, which condefceads 
<< to Crown that which is Dung !'' 

Upon this the Protestant obferves, that eternal Life is 
caird a Crowfij perhaps chiefly in Allufion to the ancientCuftom 
of crowning Vigors with Garlands at the End of a Race, or En- 
counter : and 'tis calPd a Crown ef Rigbieoufmfsy not primarily 
in RefpeA of our own Righteoufnefs of Law^ but of that nxbich is 
pf God by Fattb. f In a Senfe indeed Men's perfonal Righteouf? 
nefs is crown'd ; but hereinGod only crowns his own Gift : and 
in Oppoiition to allDefert on Man's Part, 'tis abfoluteiy aCrown 
of fovereign Grace and Mtrcy ; not of Rigbuoujmfs^ as due to 
the Creature for his Service, which is always defefiive, and aC 
beft is but his Duty, in Vertue whereof therefore he can chal- 
lenge no Reward at the Hands of his rigbuous Judgg. Neverthe- 
lefs God crowns theBeIiever,inConfideration ofCHRisT's Viigh^ 
Ueufnifs upon him, and with a View to the gracious Promife, 
founded on that Righteoufnefs and embraced by Faith» God is 
a Debtor to no Man, but the Man Jesus ( God incarnate) and 
to Nothing but his own free Promife made for bis SaJbe. InRe/^ 
ped of Him and the Promife in Him, God is juft and faitbful^ 
while yet he freely by bisGraee pardons, jufiiiies and(aves theMaa 
to whom he impuieth Righteoufnefs witbout Works. He preferves 
unfpotted the Character of a rigbieous Judge^ynhiXt in hisLoving*- 
kindnefs and Mercy he ftoops to crown fuch as have no Demand 
upon him on the Score of their perfonal Worthinefs, or in Ver- 
tue of their own i^i^r^i ^/^/g^/^^ir/A^//, as jufiifying them in 
his Sight. But while they renounce their own Righteoufnefs as 
Dung^ in Point of Juftification or a Title to faving Mercy, he 
makes them accepted in the Beloved ; and in Juftice to his Me- 
rits on their Behalf, he vouchfafes to them the Crown of Zife.^^ 
I muft here again remind you, that when the Apoftle reprefents 
his own Righteoufnefs as Dungy he do's not call it fuchaifolutefy 
hndjimplyy but only comparatively to Chrift's Righteoufnefs, and 
refpedively to the Cafe of Jujlification before God, which is the 
Source of all Right and Title to eternal Salvation. He do's but 
give it this Name in fome fuch View as he ftiles himfelfJV^/i&iff^ : 
And it might as reafonably be obje£led. Who is that righteous 
or (hat wife Judge, which deigns to crown that which is No- 
THiNG !-— Truly 'tis Chrift-cxalting CJrtfr^ which befiows, and 
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Self*annihiIatingFaitb which receives theCrncw •fRigbteoufnefs.^^ 
However the Saint's inbinnt Righteoufnefs may be tbeEvidence 
of bis Right, and the Meafure of his Reward 1 yet the Reafon 
of the Reward and the Foundation of the Right is Christ's 
Sighteou&efs, divinely impuud and by Faiib received. Cjod is 
ib^ rigbtiius Judgt% atnd be will aflert his Charader, will difplay 
the Glory of bis Name, both in real J unification here, and in de- 
clarative Juilification hereafter ; both in pardoning now, and 
crowning in the End, fuch as only deferve Funiflmient at the 
Hand of his Juflic^. In doing both, be ftill magnifiis bis Law^ 
preferves it's Authority and Dignity, fecures it's Oefign, and 
lets not an Iota of it fall to the Ground. But , how can this be, 
unlels he aiis with a View to an ablblute LauffulfilUng Righte- 
oufnefs ? Hence Dr. Willbt obferves, H << God crowneth 
* < the Works of hisSaints, not for theWortfainefs of /ifr//w, which 
f^ indeed are but DiMT^, in Refpefi of the excellent Reward : 
f< but we, with our Works, are crowned for the Worthinefsof 
f< JChiiist. Rom. 6. 23."— <« Can that which inComparifon 
M is but Drfi/s and Dung ( fays Sp Abbot 4. } be truly faid to 
ff deferve the Righteoufnefs of Heaven ?"— But fays jEfpHALLf, 
y If our heavenly Fatbtr fmell upon our Backs the Savour o( 
*^ our elder Br other* s Robes, we cannot depart from him ua« 
*^ blefied."— The bumble Proteftant agreably expeds the hea- 
venly Crown] as z Crown of Rigbttoufmfs^ with Refped to tbt 
Rigbtioufmfs which is of God hy Faith ; but as a meer Gift . of 
fovereign Atony jxn Relation to his own Deferts. Hence that 
humble Speech of ibe laft mentioned Divine, % ^^ We are not 
< ' fo Proud, that vire fhould fcorn ( with the Papiji ) to expeA 
< * Heaven as a poor Man doth an Alms : Rather, according to 
<' St. AuftirC^ Charge, Nonfit Caput turgidum^ &c. {hti not the 
<< Hoad be fwell'd with Pride, that it may received Crown) wc 
<^ do with all Humility and Self* dejedion look up to the boun- 
«< tiful Hand of thatGoD,wbo crowneth in Mercj*^* 

(5.) The Papist yet further objefis, «« And then what 
<^ Thanh do we owe to God, for creating us in Chrift Jefui 
•« MXiXo good Works ^ if thcfe are nothing olfohut Dung ?" 

To which the PaoTESTANT replies: Truly infinite Ihanh 
are due to the blefTed God for his renewing Grace, from fuch as 
are the happy Subjects of it : andyet,in perfed Confiftency witfai 
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this, fuch ought to and will preferve a humbU Opinion both of 
themfclves and their Works.-- However, wcdcmand; Who are 
they that ever faid, the g09d fVorks of the Regenerate are << No^ 
thing ilje butDvuG ?** Did ever any freteffant drop fuch anEx- 
preffion, at leaft without fome proper Guard or Limitation, to 
point out an honeft and confiJElent Meaning ? Or is this any juft 
Confequence of the Proteftant Opinion; we are debating upon ! 
No, the Infinuatjon is abufive, and a wickedCalumny; For we 
do not fay, we do not think, nor does our Opinion at all iafer^ 
that good Works are to be fo calPd abfilutely^ in univerfal and 
indefinite Terms i but only in a comparative ScnCe^ and in Ref- 
pe£t of a particular i?»i and V/g of them. We confefs them 
^ood and profitable to Men, and gratefully acknowledge the 
Grace of God in Chrift towards us in forming and f urnifhing us 
to good Works .- But ftill wefuppofe 'em not defign'd of God, 
nor fuited in theipown Nature, to anfwer /c^/ry valuablePurpofe; 
and viewed in fome certain Pofitions, we fuppofe them to have 
m Glory ^ by Reafon of theGiory that excelletb. Being in them- 
fclves imperfed, and intermingled with Sin, we maintain that 
ihey are as Duhg^xn Comparifon with Christ's Righteoufnefs; 
and inRelation to the noble End This is defign'd and adapted for, 
the recovery of the divincFavour to a peri(hingSinner,fetting him 
right in theCourt ofHeaven^and fecuring him againft all theChal- 
lenges of God's Law and Juftice,to which anythe leaft Sin muft 
otherwife inevitably expofe him.— We maintain theNeceffity and 
Advantage both of impuUd ^nd inherent Righteoufnefs ; and think 
them both of fach Confequence and Ufe to us, in their refpeAive 
Places, as highly to deferve our Efteem, and our Thankfgivings 
to God : the latter as cohftituting our Meetnejs^ the former as 
founding our Rights to inherit the Kingdom of God. But now 
ihall it be faid, we defpife the one or other of thefe, the Meetnefs 
or the Right to inherit, becaufe we don't jumble and blend them 
together in our Do^rine, without Diftindion ? Shall it be faid, 
we defpife San^ifichtiony becaufe we don't confound it with^iy^<« 
fication ? Or with what Truth can it be faid, that we account /«- 
berent Righteoufnefs good for Nothing at all, and of no Impor- 
tance to us in the leaft, ineeriy becaufe we don't own it good for 
every Purpofe, and in particular deny it's Fitnefs to the End of 
our Juftificaiien ? With what Face of Truth or Honefty, can it 
be pretended, that we abfolutcly defpife moral Virtue as meer 
Dun^^ becaufe we fay that we are juftifiedhy Faith, and not by 
Works ? Do's this annul the Neceffity, or deftroy all Ufe and 
Benefit of real Vertue I The Eje is npt the Hand^nor is iitted 

to 
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to do the Office of the Hand, and therefore cannot fay toj't, I 
have noNeed of thee : TheHead is not tfeeP'oot, nor is fitted to 
it's Defign, and fo cannot fay to the Foot, I have no Need of 
thee ; but yet are they not all of the Body and all of Ufe ? Shalt. 
it be faid thatj we 'affirm, The Ear is not of the Body, or is 
of no Service, becaufe we fay, It is not the Eye, and cannot fee? 
Or that we hold, the fmelling Faculty is of no Benefit, becaufe 
. we fay. It is not the Hearing ? Or, if we diflinguifh between 
tfaefe Things, fo different in theirNature andEnd, and refer each 
fo its proper Place and Ufe, (hall it be faid that wedefpife or are 
unthankful for the one or the other? No, we notwithfianding 
ffaikt both, and are thankful for both, in each of the Comparifons. 
So in the prefeht Cafe, tho' we diftinguifh botween Faith and 
Works, between Jaf!ification and San£tification, and between 
Righteoufnefs imputed and inherent ; yet wepreferve a Value for 
both, and are thankful for both, in Refpe6t of their feveralEnds 
and Ufes. And hence, altho' we rate our own defe£tive Obe- 
dience as Dungj in Comparifon with the vicarious and meritori- 
ous Obedience of Christ, and as confider'd under the Notion 
oizjuftifying Righteoufnefs, which is the whole of our Meaning, 
and wefuppofe was the j^j^y?/^'s real Meaning ; yet this is not 
in the leaft inconiiftentwith our being truly thankful to God for 
bis Mercy in renewing and purifying our Hearts byFai'h,where- 
by we are difpos'd and capacitated to work Righteoufmfs. No, 
there's a palpable Agreement between Humiiity and Gratitudi 
m this Cafe ; the f6rmer by noMeans excludes the latter ; both 
thefe gracious Tempers of Mind fublifl and a£l with the greateft- 
Harmony and mutual Subferviency, in the fame Subjedl : and 
both are the Property and Chara6leriftick of the regenerateSoul. 
Where the one or other is wanting, 'tis a dark Symptom. In 
particular without Thankfulntfs for the Provifion of a betteriJi^fe- 
itoufntfs than our own, for our Jujiipcathny or without thati&K* 
mi7//y^ towards God, which excludes Self-Confidence andBoafting 
in our own Rightioufnefs^ there's but little Sign of our being th$ 
IVorkmanJhip of God cnated in Chrift Jefus unto good Worki.— I 
call to Mind thofe appofite Sayings of a late excellent Divine of 
our own +; •* Thctc'i no regenerate Man, that makes to him- 
•* fclf a Rightioufnefs by any Doings of his own ; Regeneration 
<* cures him of this Folly, and makes a Man afraid and afham'd 
of fuch foolifh Attempts.— Man(fays he) if thou doit not count 
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<< L9fs and Dung to be a Name good enough for the beftTbing 
»< that ever thou didft, thou art in thy nun Rtgbmufmfi to this 
«« Day." 

But the Papist adds one Refle£lion more ; 
(6 ) *« In fine, if the good Works of the Faithful are Lofs 
«^ and Dung^K\itVi certainly they ought mi toht pra^i/ed And ad^ 
*^ bgrad tOi but /book tfff'zni tbrown away*** 

No, fays the Protestant, not by any Means. This is no 
juft Confequence from our Dodrine : there> no Appearance of. 
Reafon for fuch an Inference. What we plead for, is their being 
excluded from all Concernment in Jujiificationpf Life : with re- 
gard to this indeed let 'em be put away out of Sight, and treated 
with Negle£l,in point of Dependance or pleafing Refle£lion upon 
them ; nay, let 'em be even contemned, as Worchlefs Dung^ in 
Comparifon with the Righteoufnels of Christ, the only recon- 
ciling and juflifying Righteoufnefs. In refpect of this, theApoflle 
defpis'd and repudiated every Thing of his own ; All went, that 
he might win Chrifl^ and h found in Him^ not ^hairing for hi$ 
Righteoufnefs that which is of Law : for .he knew, there was no 
Law\ti Being, whofe Righteoufnefs could juih'fy a monWy'ini' 
perfe& Creature. Indeed the Law Man was origina//y p/aced 
under, had aReference and Aptitudf to theDefign of Jufi'tfication : 
but then it was the Juftification of a righteosts and innocent^ Aot an 
apoftate finftil Man ; fo that upon tbeJLofs of bis Innocence, there 
wgs aChange of hisCafeJn point of Capacity to reach Juftiiication 
by the Deeds of the Law. And whatever Degree of moral Righ" 
ttoufnefs^ habitual or a3ual, any may /ecover by the Grace of 
God,yet it being ever defeiSlive, while in thi§WQrld,and unequ&I 
to the Oemands of the Law moral, it is confequently unequal 
to the Defign o\ jufiifying him in the Eye of tbe Law. Only tb^ 
Righteoufnefs of Chrift is adequate to the LawrDtmand, and 
/atisfadory to Divine Juftice : therefore only this, imputed and 
received by Faith, is tuflicient to jufiify the Ungodly. In point 
oi Judification then good Works are by no Means to be the 
Objed of our Confidence; but the Righteoufnefs of Christ 
alone is to engrofs our whole Truft and Regard : Yet this do's 
not m the leatt argue, that good Works myft bp of no Account 
at all with us, in point of SanSiification. Th5' coAtemptibf^ in 
one View, mayn't they bercfpc6lib!e in another ? Tho' not at 
.all influential to efFed one Defign, mayn't they be fubfervient 
fo another End ? It's truly abfurd to a high Degree, only becaufe 
we mafntaih, ttat our RlgHfeoufnefs Tnlicrehl, urfdcr'tTjc RVfpedi 
^i lAJu/iffyin^ Righteoufcefs (a Refpc^t which it neither is calcu- 
lated 
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Itted nor intended for') and in Competition with Righteoafntfs 
imptttidj muft have no Confideration with us, to infer, that there- 
fore moral Virtue is under every other Refj[>ed to be of no Value 
v^ith us, that good Works are not worthy of our PraAice or Pur- 
fuit in any Regard ; but only fit Objeds of ourContenipt,& de- 
ferving intirely to be caft out of our Care and Efteem. No, this 
is as far from being a genuine Confequettce of our Dodrine, as 
it is diftant from theSpirit andDKpoiition of a genuine PrMjIimi, 
We are not for abandooing,but for cheriCbing the Love and Prac- 
tice of good fF§rk$ \ tho' we decline trufting in them to recom- 
mend us to God, and intitle us to his faving Merqr. Nor did 
the Apoftle, while difparaging his own Rtghteoufnefs under the 
Name of Lofs and Dung^ mean to undervalue it in all Refpefis ; 
and when he defires to be found in Cbrift, not having bit non 
RighUiuJmfs^ he do's not intend to fttggeft as if he were defirons 
to part with it, or willing to be difpofle&'d of it, to lofe wiiit 
be had gained in point of Sandification, and in that Refpeft to 
^ found without it ; no, by no Means : he only defigns to ex- 
4>refs his Defire that he might be found at laft not having this Tor 
\Asjuftifying Righteoufnefs, but having a better Righteoufnefs 
than his owa, that wou'd effedually aofwcr this blefled Put-pofe* 
Otherwife, for various excellent Piirpo(es» he was bent upc^ £- 
ligently following every good /Fori^ endeavouring that he mij^t 
pirfiQ Ho\in\ft in the Fear of God, and feeking after a Righn' 
aufmfi acc§rdii9g ia Law^ as fully conformable to the moral Rule 
as poffible in this imperfeA State ; and be long'd for Heavm 
with a View as much to the perfeft Purity, as the perfed Reft 
and Happinefs of that better Country. And diis is the Prindpfe, 
this the Spirit of the real ProtiftanU He loves the Law of God, 
and is alive to it as the Rule of moral Duty ; while yet as a C^- 
vtnant of Works, he is dead to itt And while making Ae 
Obedience af Cbrift his Truft,he alfoconfiders it as an Example 
for his Imitation, and defires to have the Image, as well as the 
Righteoufnefs of Cbrift upon him : nor can content himfelf witfi 
an idle Profeffion of jttftifyingFaitb,but'ftudies to flftw bis Faith Jy 
bi$ Worh ; and the more ftrang in Paitb^ihe more ziakus ^fg^d 
Warh ; the more Christ is prniant to tbm that iiUwi^ tfce 
more hateful will Sin appear, and Holinefs the more amiable In 
their Eyes ; Which Views will by a natural Efficacy pot them 
upon (hunning the one and following the other. Hence that 
Observation of the judicioosMr. Will ard % *< I am fatisfy'd. 
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*^ if the Rightiott/ngfs §fCHKisT were more ptlzcd by us, there 
*< wou'd be more of real Holimfs among us.'' 

Upon theWholcjWhat littleGround then had theCARDiNAL, 
whofeReafonings we've been examining,to conclude them with 
chat infulting- Refledion ; <* Let [the Vroteftant'] now go his 
Way and complain that we call him an Emmy to good fF^rks /" 

No, fays theProteflant inReturn,we deteft the vileCharadler ; 
and confcious of Innocence, we confront our injurious Accufers. 
We claim to be the trueft^rf/ii^/,and not at all Enemies to good 
Works, whether in point of Dodrine, or Difpoficion, Principle 
or Fad. Religioufly we (each the Neceffity, the Excellency, 
andtbeUfefulnefs of good Works ; nor boldanyOpinion,but what 
in its true Conftrudion is friendly, not inimical to them. Indeed 
we renounce the undue Honours which our Adverfaries claim for 
them, and are careful to have the Refpedts paid 'em duly regu- 
lated, conformably to the Scripturc'Rule : Accordingly we 
confider good Works as theFruit or Confequent of Juftifioititn^ 
and don't fet them up as the Caufe, the Reafon or antecedent 
Condition of it ; we'don'texalt 'em toaRivalfhip withCHRisT's 
Rightioufntfs ; we don't fet them in Competition with Faith : 
but flill we value them in their proper Place and Order, Sc with 
Reference to tbeir genuine Ends. ' We think it our bdiiii^n 
Duty, and an Ingredient of our Happ'mefs, as w%ll as becolAtng 
our Gofpel-Profeflioh, to be the genuine Lov^r^ and Pra^^lls 
of good Works. We recommend theLo ve andPrafiice of thenfi Yb 
•others. Id Conformity to Scripture^ Dodtrine, we inculcate upon 
them ihiihavi kelUvid^z C^re to exhibit and evidence theTr 
Faitb^ by zgood drnftrfAttonin Chrift. Nor dare we flatter aiijr 
in their Pretenfion to f unifying FaithyV9hi\e\9t fee it contradiffed 
by their habitual NegieA of holy Behaviour : for according to 
our Doflrine, the- Ftf//^ which receives Christ for Jnltifi- 
catiott^do^s alfo receive him ior San£iificaUon \ & not only apply 's 
bis Rightioufnefs ^to dover our Sins, but his Strength to excite and 
enable us to «/0ri Righteoufntfs ourfelves, to mortify our Lufts, 
to cleanfe our Hands,and purify our Hearts, that we may glorify 
Gcd in this World, and be prepared to enjoy Him in a better. 
How then can we juftly be charadterl^^d Enemiis to good Works ! 
Nay, but in Truth the foul Charader belongs to thofe who are 
Emmies of the Crofs ofChrifi and to Faith in his Bloody the one 
being the procuring Caufe, and the other the producing Principle 
of good Works.— 'We clofe with the Words of Bp Hall ♦ 

* His Works, p. 316, 677. and his Old RoUgiWj p. 40. 
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^^ What is Faith [izys be) but the Band of the Soul ? What ifL 
<< the Duty of the Hand, but either to hid or work ? ThisHand 
<* then holds Cbrift^ and works Oiediena and Holimfsr—l^t me 
<< fling this Stone into the brazen Forbeads of our Adverfaries, 
*< which in their fhamelefs Challenges of our Religion dare tell 
*< the World, that we are'ftll for Faithy nothing for fVorks^ and 
< < that we hold Works to Salvation as a Parenthefis to a Claufe, 
<< that it may be perfit without them : Heaven and Earth fhall 
<< witnefs to the Injuftice of this Calumniation, and your Con- 
y^ fciences (ball be our Compurgators this Day, which fhall 
<< teftify to you, both now and on your Death- Beds, that we 
^< have taught you, there is no Icfs Neeeffity of goedfVorhp 
^< than if you fhould be faved by them ; and that altho' 
<( you cannot be faved by them, as the meritorious Caufes 
<c of your Glory, yet you cannot be faved without them, as the 
^< neceffary EiFedlsof that Grace which brings Glory.— Let 
^* the vain Sophiftry of carnal Minds deceive it* felf with idle 
*< Subtilties, and feek to elude the plain Truth of God, with 
*< Shifts of Wit : We blefs God for fo clear a Light, and dare 
*< cafi our Souls upon this fure Evidence of God/' 

The Application of what has' been faid now remains. 
The Weight and Ufefulnefs of the SubjeS would invite us to 
dwellftill longer on it, by way of Refledion and Inference, in a 
Variety ofParticulars,that might profitably be enlarg'dupon. But 
I muft only fuggeft the following Hints ; which may the ra* 
ther fuffice, as I've endeavoured to throw a practical Light on 
the Argument all along thro' the Difcourfe. 

Fir/ly No Wonder then, thatMiniflers of more maturejudg- 
ment and Experience in Religion, have commonly laid out fo 
much of their Labours in the Word upon that great Evangelical 
Subject, the i^/^^/^^ir/ii/yx //Christ, made ours by theDonation 
of God and the Application of Faith ; and when on any moral 
Subjed, that they have ftudy'd difcreetly to aifign it's due Place 
in Chriftian Divinity, and to point out the true Principles of ac- 
ceptable Obedience, refer it to it's genuine Ends, and inculcate 
a humble Dependance on Christ both for Kighuoufmfi and 
Strtngthy while they urged the Purfuit of perfonal Holinefs. *— 
It has rifen from aConfeioufnefs of their own Imperfedion and 
InfufEdency, from a dutiful Regard for the Honour of the Re- 
deemer, and a tender Care for the Salvation of Souls. 

Again^ How folicitous (hould all Minifiers (pre:endin^ to the 
Ch^rader of Prouftani) be, that in preaching on moral Themes 
tbey well regulate9 methodize and guard cbeirDifcouifcs>te^ ^^^ 
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Hearer fliould thro' tbeir Heterodoxy or Cirelefnefi git m Snan^ 
U bis Soul i Here, omitting all that my own Tho'ts might fug«> 
gefl, I (hall only afk your Attention to what that venerable Fa« 
tber in our Ifrael, the late Mr. Will ard, fays in hit judicious 
and faithful Sermon,intitled,^lftrtfii/y n»t U bg ulfiomUrLifi % 
where having among other Things obferv'd, touching ** the 
«* Influence Faith has into our moral Obedience,That it makes 
« us apprehenfive we can he acaptii only is ibg Belovbd^ 
«* That it makes us confefs with the Church (Ifa. 64.6*) AU 9ur 
*< RighiiOMfntJfii art as fittby Rags ^ 2nd to profefs with Pami 
<< CPhil. 3. 8.) lemnt ah Thiagf but Lofs and Dung that 1 may 
<< wim Chrift y*' He begins the Application of his excellent 
Difcourfe with this Inference, which I (ball repeat intire^as wor- 
fhy of our folemn Conlideracion, and what may be, if I miftakc 
not, a Word in Seafon. ^^ Hiua (fays he) what Caution bad 
<« GeJpiUMinifleri nud t9 ufi in thiir pnaching up «/*moral2)l^- 
^* ties ? That it is their Duty to preach them and prefs thenr 
«« upon their Hearers, is certain ; otherwife they cannot be 
« faithful in dtckring tbi while Ceunfelif Godi And yet,if they 
«< fo preach them as to revive the Covenant efWerh^ to advana 
•* the Ri^hteoufnefs of Man^ and depreciate tbs Rigbteoufnefs of 
^< Christ, they are far from being the Miniftera of Christ, 
«< and are indeed the Betrayers of Souls, as far as in them lieth. 
<« Nor indeed (fays he) do I know of any Thing which doth 
<<^ more threaten the Undermining of true Chriftianity and the 
« « bringing in of another Gofpelj than the putting of moral Vir* 
<^ tuei into a Legal Drefs, and without any more Ado to com*' 
«< mend them to us as the Graces of our CbriSian Religion* He 
« who when be hath 'told Men all the moral Duties required in 
<< ihe Law of God,and laid them out according to theirNature, 
«< as they were enjoined on them in the Firfl Covenant^ faith 
<< toihcm^Tbisdoandlive i and doth not endeavour to (hew 
«< them that there is fomething more wanti^g^ without which 
<< they are undone, will be found an Enemy of Grace and a 
<< Murderer of Souls : Nor would I have fuch a Minifter'sAc- 
<« count to give in the laft Day, for a Thoufand Worlds." 

Further J From what has been difcours'd, we learn our Obli« 
gations of Gratitude to the God of all Grace for his infintteCom- 
paffion towards us, in providing fo happily for ourjufiification be^ 
lore him, by fending his dear Son to bring in everlafling Righto* 
ou/ne/s^ the grand Relief of a guilty World.— And what has 
been faid, teaches us to admire the iVifdom of God, in not com- 
pleating the San£fification of his People at prdcnt ; that fo tha 

Righte9ujne/s 
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JUgbtiiufm/s wbicb istf Gpd iyFaitbymght have its ducHonoiirs 
referv'd to it, and the Riches of Divine Qrace appear the Aiore 
confpicuous in the Saint's eternal Salvation.*-^ Hereby alfo we > 
learn tbelmp^rtana of yielding a iirmCredit and feriousAttentidti 
to thofe pecultar DoArines of Revelation, concerning Original 
Sifty imputed RigbUwfmftj Juftifiiatim by Foki #«/y, tke Sevf ^ 
nigntyofGodin Salvation^ &c. Dodrines fo clearly exhibited hi. ^ 
the Scriptures, and ftriking diredly at ih^i Siif'Rigbiioufn$Ji;^A 
Self*C6nfidence, and fpiritual Pride, fo hazardous and fo natoral't 
to vain Man.-- We learn like wife the Neceffity there was of the 
ProteSant Riformation ; the Unreafonablenefs andDangeroafoefii '«'' 
of the ffttentDifiSion from it (inPoinc both of Opinion fcPraC'- 
tice ) fo vifibly prevalent in many Parts of the World calPdiR#-*- 
formtd ; and the Improbability of a general Revival of thePrj- <. 
ti/iant Intereft, without a general Revival of the true PraUftant . 
Spirit and Principles.— We moreover learn the pitiabU Caft of 
Multitudes of Souls in the Chrifiian World, that are under the 
Difadvantage of having no other or little better than 'p9pi/b . 
Guides ; who by their corrupt, unfaithful, or unfkilful Mini9r]f 
footh and flatter them in a Way of Silf'RigbteouJneJs^ cherifliing 
the Spirit of the Old Coviuant and thwarting that of the Niw^ ta 
the no little Hazard of their eternal Interefis. 

Again, We have awfulGround from what has been faid^to fear^l 
thatr.be iV&rm^^r of mie Believers in the profeffing World, is com* 
pwitively y cry /mall '9 in that Multitudes difcover a prevalent 
Spirit and Principle theReverfe of that of the Prppbet zndj/po/lli^ 
vfhofe Examples were recorded for our Admonition ; and fo fe^ 
appear heartily concurring to the Saints united Confeffion ia 
Difparagement of their §wn Righte9ufHefs. — We (hall do wifeljr 
to examine into oiir own Sentiment and Difpoiition of Heart con-> 
cerning our own Rigbteoujnefs^ and very ferioufly inquire whe- 
ther we have the fame Mind in us, as was in thefe humbleSaints, 
whofe Renunciations oi their own Righteoufnefs we've been re-* 
flefiing upon.— And fuch as are confcious they were never bro^ 
to look upon tbeir own Rigbteoufnefs as fiUby Rags or as Dm^^ 
and accordingly to renounce it in Point of Dependance upon it 
for Juftification of Life^ may by the Light of thofe Examples, 
in our Text fee theirPrii^ and SelfCon/fdencedcieSt^ and con-^ 
demned.-« Thefe Examples read Leflbns of Reproof to the Cbil* 
dren of God^ who are often too indulgent toUnbelief and fpiritual 
Pride, fad Remains whereof in various Degrees are found even in 
the Regenerate $ but much more to felf-deluding Hypocrites^ 
who (notwithftanding all their feemtoglxperiencci if moral Re- 
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fiaementB] are ftilLunbvpy Stiangers to that Faicfi andSelfrdenial 
reqair'd io tb«GQ4>el>atid are under the fuliOoininion of fpiritual 
Pfide and Unbelief I andmoftof alltotbofe f r«/i Diflemblcra . 
iniReiigioa, who coofcioufly live in the habitual Pra&ice of Sint 
biit for a Dtfguife put on a Profeffiotiof Godjinefs and make a 
Shew Of jrktQdttt AAion^ in fome patdt^ur^rinftances. If the ' 
nd Righteoufiiefiei of truly good Meo, by Reafoo of their Imper- 
feAipnay.arib comparativdjrbut uDwgotfilihfBjagi^m^ch aiore 
CoWare iint beartlefsDutictof unregentcateM6xalifl»,andfU]l more . 
fo the//f^ii«^Righteotifaefles of deiigning Hfpiiriiii. Prov.21.27. 
7ti S4icrtfici of thg WUiid is jihmna'tm : H§w muthmorg wbgm 
ti^hriigitb it with a wickid Mind? — But ftill bow much more 
aboAih'abie and filthy hJJnrigbteoufnefi otff^itkidntfi itfelf I How 
maligotht an Evil is Sia^ that ftains and blemilbds the vctyRigk^ 
iemjntffisof Saints ] How odious and pernicious then is rgigaimg 
Sinf more fo' than the Pfi/iu 9/, ^/ps^ which can but kUl the 
9ody,wfaen Sin dcfiroys the precious Sou! f But above all^what 
a dreadful Sin is habitual and final UnbBlief^ which binds on the 
Guilt of Dther Sins and the Ciirfo of the Law, and coniigns the 
ISipnerover to eternal Damnation, without a Remedy ! Th^ Sting 
ftf-Dioth is Sittj and tht Stnn^ih cf Sin it tbi Law. How vile 
the Character, how miferable the State> of the unrenew'd and 
uopajrdon'd Sinner ! 
But to conclude. 
Let what has been faid awaken us all to a juft Concern, that 
vui may win Chri/i^ and he found in him ; not having for eurRigb^ 
Uomjnefs that which is of Zaw ( \nhtftnt in our felves and im- 
pqrfe^) but that which is of God by Faith. Lei us often review 
the Examples of the Prophet and Apoftle, and learn of them to 
renounce onr own defcdive Rightooufneffis^ as filthy Rtfgt and as 
i^««;f, comparatively toCHR ist's fpotjefs perfedtRighteoufnefs, 
and jebti vely to Jufiificatisn of Lift. A deep abidingCon vifti* 
jon of thisgreatTruth wijib^ve a happy Tendency, to makeChrift - 
pretious to us, and cKCtte us to live jby. the Fajtb of the Son of .'. 
God.^^ctoraife our Admiration of the Love of God in Cbrift,^,) 
and infpire us withbumbleGratitudc \ tO:^ll us with felf-abafing - 
Thoughts, and make us humble m all our Approaches to the < 
Throne of. Grace; to put us upon juftifyrng God in hisa£}icy 
tiveDifpenfations^and being contjented with all the Allotments of .. 
hi j holy Providence ; to teach us Charity, Me^knefs and For- \ 
bearance towards our Feliow-Chriftians^ angina Word, to in* - 
j^J.me ojur Dcfires after another 2^vi^ better Country^ even an hea"^ ■ 
^W'/i where oMr pcrfonal f^igbieoufn&f^.fbali *fiO^^»ore bcpojr^; 
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luted and difgnced by the Remains of Sin, but be perfeA and 
immaculate as that of the Angels of God, and we ihaV {bine forth 
as the Sun in theKingdom of our heavenly Father.- Let us there* 
fore be much in fiudying this profitable Subjed, and much in 
Prayer to God, that he would open ourUnderftandings to under- 
fland the Scriptures, referring to this important Point of Truths 
and give us, of his Grace, to feel theForce & experience the Be- 
nefit of an cfFedual Perfuafion : that a ftlf-rigbtaus Spirit may 
.be fubdu'd in us, and a humble /^tf//A towards our Lord Jefus. 
Chrifl may be ingenerated, invigorated, and aduated in us by the 
Power of the Holy Gbofl, and made to exert its Influence upon 
usy for the daily Increafing Mortification of Sin andSelf,and for. 
the promoting a Life ofCommunipn with Chrift andDevptednefs 
to him, as well as Dependanceupon him.— For wefhould always 
be mindful, that Chrifl is the Objed of our Obidiina^ as well 
as of our Faith ; and that he is of God made unto us, not only . 
Rigbtepu/ne/sy but San&tfication. While therefore, in Compari- 
fonof imputedRighteoufnefs & inReferencetoJuflification before 
God, we renounce all our own imperfeft Rigbteoufnefs as Dung 
and zs filthy Raj^Sy yet neverthelefs let us at the fame Time be 
careful to preferve and exprefs a due Hpnour and Regard for ptr" 
final Holim/sy as valuable on other Accounts and ufeful for o* 
ther Ends. Let us not fail to realize the Stability of the mo- 
ral Law as a Rule of humane Life, our indifpenfable Obligation 
to Obedience, and the abfolute Neceffity of pradical Godlinefs 
and Honefly ; tho' not with any View to our acquiring aRight 
to Pardon and Peace with God, yet with a View to the Glory of 
Godconcern'd therein, with a View to our bclngmatfir tbg 
Mafiir's l/fi here and for bis blifsful Prefence hereafter,and with 
a View to evidencing theSincerity of our /lsi/ifr,andfo theTrutb 
of our Pretention to be at Piace with Gpd: Becaufe, as it is the 
Office of Faith to apply Chrifl's Rigbteoufnefs for Jufiificaiini^ 
fo it is the Nature of Faith to rely on his Strength and Grace 
for SanHificationy and by Motives from theLove ofChrifl to con- 
ftrain us to Obedience. So that if our Faith be not fuch as pu- 
rifies the Heart and works by Love, it wants the efTential Cha- 
raders of a trixQJufiifying Faitb. — As therefore we would fplbw 
HMm/s to any Purpofe, let us in the firft Place be folicitous to 
fibtainlike preciousFaitb with that of theApoftles andProphets and 
other Scripture-Saints, who of old ibr9* Faith wr$9§gbt Righti' 
•ufmfs^ while yet at the fameTime they thro' Faith fought JuSi« 
fication by CHRi8T'sAig&/^tfif/ii//i only, and renonnc'd allHope 
of Acceptance and Reward meerly on Account of tbtir §um 

Rigbti§u/Hifi%^^Z 
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Righunfiufs. — A> i Mean* to ftrengthen our Faitb, ind tb to 

promote omObtditnctJay invigorating; it's laoft effectualPrrair^, 
let us with a Deptndance on the Spirit tf Helintfi for hii ne- 
cefTary Influence, be much in meditating and applying iheTraii 
wbitb is after Gadliiu/s, one Article whereof is tfast which hu 
been employing ourTho'ti. 

It is a remarkable Pafligc, to our Purpofe, that in Tit. 3. 8, 
7i(/t 7hings I will that theu a^rm tm/iaitlfy, that tbtf vibhb bavt 
btlimd in Gfdf might bt cartful tt maintain gud tVtrit : thtft 
Things art gud and prtfitaUt unit ^"i- 'The Apofile had juft 
before been opening the DD6lrinc of Grace, in fome of its moft 
important Bianchei, and tbefe Things which tie had now been 
faying, he would have 7/(11/ to cor.firm and inculcate in his Mi- 
niiliyjto theEnd that Believers miibi by thefe Truths be put upon 
aCare to excell in good Works.--Witb (hit; View thea, let ua 
be much in mcditaiing upon this DoSrine, firmly believe, and.'. 
wifely apply it. Let us purfoe it to its genuine Purpofes, to '' 
eflablifh our Faith in Chrift, and therebv to promote our Oiidi-.' 
met ; which indced,if it be not the Ottdimu ef Faith, will nei- 
ther be pleafing to God nor profiuble to ui. Faith muft be the 
Prmciplc ol all our Duties : Faith muft begin ii catty them on : 
and when weh^vciloncour beft, "wcmutt carry ihcm loChrift 
(as Mr. VViLLARDespteffesit) that I hey maybe offer'd up 
with hii Jinui inctnft, ami that fo the Dung of them may not 
prcrurc tlii;m to be rcjeflcd." 

A'iW iht Gad B/ Ptaci,lhat breught e^ain frsm thi dtad mr Lird 
y.v'v , that gnat Shephtrd of tht 6btep^ ;hreughlb* Bhed tf tbi 
'iviriaflingCsvirani, AJeh yeu pirftSf in every gttd ffftrk, U da 
bii If ill, werkin^^ in fiu that which is well-pleafing in bis Sight 
ihrtt/^h 'Jifus Cbri/i > tt wbtm bi. glory ftrivtr andtvtr. 

A ME N. 
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